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PREFACE. 

In  the  following  pages  I  have  endeavoured  to  tell,  as  simply  and 
briefly  as  possible,  the  story  of  Wagner's  great  music-dramas,  so 
that  anyone  knowing  nothing  of  them  may  learn  easily,  first  of  all, 
what  they  are  all  about. 

Next,  I  have  given  the  principal  musical  "  motives,"  so  that, 
having  grasped  what  the  plot  is,  anyone  who  wishes  to  persevere 
in  the  study  of  these  works  may  learn  something  of  the  music  and 
what  it  is  intended  to  convey.  It  is  rather  difficult  to  express 
exactly  in  English  some  of  the  meanings  of  the  original — e.g.  I  have 
found  it  impossible  to  translate  adequately  the  word  Wehe,  and 
have  therefore  retained  it  :  u  woe,"  "  disaster,"  "  servitude,"  are  all 
implied,  but  none  of  them  is  sufficient  ;  as  far  as  possible  I  have 
endeavoured  to  use  English  words. 

The  marginal  notes  are  intended  for  the  more  advanced  student 
— they  indicate  the  appearance  of  the  various  "motives"  as  they 
occur  in  the  score,  and  are  placed  as  nearly  as  possible  opposite 
to  the  text  to  which  they  refer  ;  thus,  when  it  is  stated  in  the  text 
that  "  Siegfried  and  Brunnhilde  enter  from  the  cave,"  a  marginal  note    Siegfried  the   Hero 

°  (106).    Walkiires  (56). 

indicates  that  these  two  motives  occur  at  that  moment  in  the  music. 

I   wish   to    express    my   most    grateful    thanks    to    my   friends, 

P.    L.    Andrewes  and  A.  M.    Chilcott,  for   their   great   assistance   in 

reading   the   MS.    and   proofs   and   their    invaluable    suggestions.     I 


vi  PREFACE. 

feel  that  any  credit  this  little  book  may  gain  must  be  largely  due 
to  them,  while  all  blame  must  remain  with  me. 

I  am  also  most  grateful  to  Messrs.  Schott  &  Co.,  the  publishers 
of  the  vocal  score  of  Der  Ring  des  Nibelungen^  for  their  kind 
permission  to  make  the  musical  extracts  included  here. 

S.  H.  H. 

March,  1907. 
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THE    RHINE-GOLD 


LIST    OF    CHARACTERS: 

Wotan,  the  Chief  of  the  Gods. 

Fricka,  his   Wife. 

Alberich,  chief  of  the  Nibelungs  or  Gnomes. 

Mime,  his  Brother. 

Loge,  the  Fire-God,  the  Spirit  of  Lying. 

Froh,  the  God  of  Youth. 

Donner,  the  God  of  Strength. 

Freia,  the  Goddess  of  Love  and  Beauty. 

£AS0LT>  l   Giants. 
Fafner,  J 

Erda,  the  All-Wise  Mother  Earth. 

Woglinde,     | 

Wellgunde,  >   Rhine -maid ens. 

Flosshilde,  J 

The  opening  scene  of  the  first  section  of  The  Ring  is  laid  at  the 
bottom  of  the  Rhine  :  through  the  gently  waving  waters  is  seen  a  large 
rock  rising  from  the  bed  of  the  river  ;  a  faint  light  penetrates  from  the 
surface  of  the  water  above. 

The  introduction  consists  almost  entirely  of  the  motive  of  The 
Rhine  (i)  with  its  variants  : — 


THE   RHINE. 


The  Rhine  (i). 
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I.     THE    RHINE    (continued). 
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Almost  immediately  after  the  rise  of  the  curtain  appear  the  three 
Rhine-maidens,  Woglinde,  Wellgunde,  and  Flosshilde,  the  guardians  of 
the  Rhine-gold.  As  they  swim  round  the  rock  on  which  is  deposited 
the  treasure,  they  sing  the  motive  of  The  Rhine- maidens  (2)  :— 

2.    THE   RHINE-MAIDENS. 


The     Rhiiie  •  maidens 


(a). 


Attracted  by  their  song,  Alberich,  the  Nibelung,  appears  from  a  cleft 
underground  and  seeks  to  catch  first  one  and  then  another  of  the 
water-maidens.  They  mock  and  make  sport  of  him,  and,  as  he 
attempts  to  climb  the  slippery  rock  in  his  efforts  to  get  near  them, 
the  motive  of  The  Nibelung }s  Striving  (3)  is  heard  : — 

3.    THE   NIBELUNG'S  STRIVING. 


The  Nibelungs  Striving 


(3 


Welie  (4). 


Finding  himself  tricked  by  each  of  the  sisters,  he  utters  a  cry  of  woe 
and  despair,  known  as  the  motive  of  Wehe  (4)  : — 
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The  Rhine-maidens  swim  hither  and  thither,  chased  by  the  enraged 
Nibelung,  with  the  motive  of  Menace  (5)  : — 


Menace  (5). 


when  suddenly  the  Rhine-gold  begins  to  glow  with  a  golden  light,  to 
the  strains  of  the  motive  of  The  Rhine-gold  (6)  : — 

6.    THE    RHINE-GOLD. 


The  three  sisters  greet  it  rapturously  with  the  motive  of  The  Treasure 
of the  Rhine  (7)  :— 

7.    THE    TREASURE    OF   THE    RHINE. 


The  Rhine-gold  (6). 


The  Treasure  of  the 
Rhine  (7). 


and  circle  round  the  rock  singing  their  song. 

Alberich  seeks  to  know  what  this  mysterious  treasure  may  be,  and 
is  told  by  one  of  the  sisters  that  if  the  Gold  can  be  wrought  into    a 


Rhine-gold  (6). 
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ring,   its   owner   will   become   all-powerful  ;    we   hear   the   motive   of 
The  Power  of  the  Ring  (8)  : — 

8.    THE   POWER  OF  THE   RING. 


Power  of  the  Ring  (8). 


Menace  (5). 


and  further,  when  it  is  explained  that  he  only  who  forswears  Love  can 
possess  the  treasure,  the  motive  of  Compulsion  (9)  : — 

9.    COMPULSION. 
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Compulsion  (9). 
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RWne-g9Tdm(a6)de  power  Alberich  listens  to  this  earnestly,  and  at  once  determines  to  possess  the 

sfon^^Men^SGold;   he  deliberately  renounces  Love  for  ever  and  tears  the  Gold 

Jo°id^!sion  (9)"  Rhine'  from  the  rock.     The  Rhine-maidens  separate  in  wild  confusion,  the 

waters  are  violently  agitated,  Alberich  disappears,  and  gradually,  to 

compulsion  (9).         the  strains  of  the  motive  of  Compulsion  (9)  and  that  of  The  Ring  (10) : — 

10.     THE   RING. 


The  Ring  (10). 
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the  scene  changes. 
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The  motive  of  Walhalla  (n): — 

pi.    WALHALLA. 
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Walhalla  (n). 
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introduces  us  to  the  following  scene,  which  represents  the  upper  world, 
with  Walhalla,  the  destined  abode  of  the  gods,  seen  in  the  distance. 
Wotan,  the  god,  and  Fricka,  his  wife,  are  discovered  sleeping  in  the 
foreground. 

Wotan   awakes  and  greets  with  joy  the  wonderful  work  at   last  (l0^alhaUa  (n)-    K[ns 
accomplished,  with  the  Walhalla  motive  (n),  but  Fricka  reminds  him 
of  the  price  to  be  paid  :  we  then  have  the  motive  of  The  Treaty  (12)  : — 


The  Treaty  (12). 


Wotan  has  agreed  with  the  giants,  Fasolt  and  Fafner,  to  give  them 
as   recompense   for   the  building  of  Walhalla,  Freia,  the  goddess   of   wehec-o.  RingM. 
youth,  love  and  beauty.     Fricka,  in  the  motive  of  Fascination  (13)  : — 


FASCINATION, 


Fascination    (13). 


explains  how  she  urged  the  building  of  Walhalla  in  the  hope  that 
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Compulsion  (9). 
Treaty  (12). 


it  might  allure  Wotan  to  rest,  and  reproaches  him  with  having 
sacrificed  to  the  desire  of  might  and  power  the  worth  of  womanly  love. 
Wotan  promises  not  to  abandon  Freia,  who  now  appears  fleeing  from 
the  giants. 

We  are  introduced  to  the  motives  of  Freia  (14),  Distress  (15),  and 
the  Giants  (16)  :— 


Freia  (14")  and  Distress 
(15). 


15.     DISTRESS. 


The  Giants  (16). 
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Treaty(i2).  Freia (14).  who  come  to  demand  the  fulfilment  of  the  Treaty. 

Wotan  refuses  to  allow  Freia  to  go  ;  the  giants  remonstrate  (with 
Treaty  (I2).  Loge  (22).  the  motives  of  Loge  and  Protection  of  the  Treaty,  more  fully  developed 

Protecti0nofTreaty(21,.later^     ^    ^Q    ^    then    introduced    tQ     the     motive     Qf    fidelity     tO     the 

Treaty  (17) : — 

17.     FIDELITY  TO  THE  TREATY. 

nm. 


Fidelity  to  the  Treaty 

17). 
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A  heated  discussion  follows,  and  Fafner  points  out  to  Fasolt  that    £e,iaty>-  Giantsc*). 

,  •  r  -i-.       •        1  ^r     i  ■  e  1  i  i  ri  Valhalla    (n).      Cont- 

it  is  not  the  possession  of  iVreia  herself  that  is  of  value,  but  that  of  her  paumfA 
Golden  Apples,  which  confer  eternal  youth  on  the  gods,  and  without 
which  their  power  and  beauty  would  wane.     Here  are  introduced  the 
motives  of  The  Goiaen  Appies  (18)  and  Growing  Twilight  (19) : — 

18.    THE  GOLDEN   APPLES. 


The    Golden     Apples 


r  r 

(JROWING    TWILIGHT. 


Growing  Twilight  (19). 


1  rr 

The  giants  advance  threateningly  towards  Freia,  and  Froh  and 
Donner  enter  hastily  to  her  rescue.  The  motive  of  Froh  (20)  is 
heard  : — 

20.     FROH. 


Froh  (so1. 


and   the   two   gods   range   themselves    against    the    giants.      Wotan    Treaty  («).  Freia (14;. 
interferes  between  the  disputants,  and  the  motive  of  Protection  of  the  Wehe  (4)- 
Treaty  (21)  appears  : — 

21.     PROTECTION  OF  THE  TREATY. 
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Protection      of      the 
Treaty  (21). 


iS 


Loge  (22) 
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and  LogJs  motive  (22),  together  with  the  motive  of  The  Fire-spell '(23): 

22.    LOGE. 


^^^^PB^B»g^^ 


23.    THE   FIRE=SPELL. 


Fire-spell  (23). 


waihaiia  (n\   Loge        Loge  explains  how  he  has   tried   to   find  a   substitute  for   Freia. 

(22).    Treaty  (12).  .  °  .  *  m 

A  new  motive — that  of  Brooding  (24) : — 


Brooding  (24). 


is  introduced,  as  Wotan  insists  on  Loge's  being  heard.     Loge  tells  how 
Giants  (16).  Loge  (22).  he  found  nothing  in  the  world  to  replace  in  a  man's  mind  the  worth  of 
a  woman,  and  a  variant  of  the   Compulsion  motive  (25),  followed  by 
that  of  Nature  (26) : — 


THE    STORY    OF    THE    RING. 
25.    COMPULSION  (variant). 
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No.  26.  Nature. 


Compulsion  (25) 


Nature  (26). 


is  heard  in  the  orchestra. 

Loge  gives  an  account  of  how  Alberich  stole  the  Rhine-gold  from  ^idencso(mpUSe"g°9K 


Freia  (14)-  Nature 
(26).  Treasure  of  the 
Rhine        (7).         Rhine- 


the  Rhine-maidens,  and  then  explains  the  uses  to  which  the  Ring  may  jSag  (v>u  ^fascination 
be  put. 


Power  of  the   Ring  (8). 


(13).  Nibelungs  (27), 
Freia  (14).  Rhine-gold 
(6).  Ring  (10).  Com 
pulsion  (25). 


27.    THE  NIBELUNGS, 


Nibelungs  (27). 


Loge  suggests  the  theft  of  the  Ring  from  Alberich. 

Fafner  reminds  Fasolt  that  with  the  Ring  they  will  no  longer 
require  eternal  youth.  The  giants  then  announce  that  they  will  be 
content  with  the  Nibelung's  Treasure  instead  of  Freia.  Wotan  refuses, 
and  the  giants  hastily  drag  Freia  off  to  hold  her  as  a  pledge  until 
night,  when,  unless  the  Rhine-gold  is  forthcoming,  she  will  be  forfeit. 
A  pale  mist  now  fills  the  stage — the  gods  seem  to  assume  an  aged 
aspect :  with  the  disappearance  of  the  goddess  of  youth  the  gods  are 
losing  their  eternal  youth.  Loge  alone  is  not  affected,  as  he  has  not 
been  allowed  to  share  in  the  magic  fruit.  Wotan  starts  up  with 
sudden  resolution  to  go  to  the  home  of  the  Nibelungs,  Nibelheim. 
The  vapour  thickens  and  fills  the  stage,  changing  to  dark  rocky  chasms, 
which  move  upwards  so  that  the  impression  of  sinking  into  the  earth 
is  conveyed.     There  also  appears  the  new  motive  of  Flight  (28) : — 


Loge  (22).  Rhine-gold 
(6).  Ring  (10).  Treasure 
of  the  Rhine  (7).  Golden 
Apples  (18;. 


Giants  (16).  Ring  (10  ) 
Loge  (22). 

Treaty  (12).  Ring  (10) 
Freia  (14).    Wehe  (4). 

Freia  (14").  Distress 
(15}.  Golden  Apples 
(18;.  Growing  Twilight 
(19).    Wehe  (4). 

Loge  (2a). 

Ring  (10).  Treasure 
of  the  Rhine  (7). 

Loge  (22).  Compul* 
sion  (25).  Wehe  (4)- 
Distress  (15).  Rhine- 
gold  (6).  Ring  (10). 
Nibelungs  (27).  Menace 
(5). 


Flight  (a8> 


10 
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In  Nibelheim,  we  are  introduced  to  a  subterranean  cavern  stretching 
further  than  the  eye  can  reach,  opening  on  all  sides  on  to  narrow- 
passages.      From    one    of    these    Alberich   enters,  dragging   out   his 


(2). 


fbwuehC (4).  striving  shrieking  brother,  Mime. 


He  extorts  from  him  the  Tarnhelm,  a  magic  helmet  which  confers 
invisibility  on  the  wearer,  or  enables  him  to  change  his  shape  to 
whatever  he  please.     The  motive  of  The  Tarnhelm  (29)  : — 


29.     THE    TARNHELM. 


Tarnhelm  (29). 
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Nibeiungs  (27).  wehe  [s  introduced,  and  Mime  is  shown  the  power  of  the  helmet. 


Loge  and  Wotan  now  descend  from  above  and  find  the  wretched 


(4) 

Loge  (22).  Brooding 
(24).  Ring  (10).  Nibe- 
iungs (27).  Mime  bewailing  his  lot.     They  interrogate  him,  and  Mime  tells  how 

hefmToHowL^X  Alberich,  by  the   power  of  the  Ring,  forces  the  Nibeiungs  to  work 

Ring®'  his  will  and  has  compelled   him   to   make  the  Tarnhelm.      Alberich 

approaches,  driving  before  him  a  crowd  of  Nibeiungs  laden  with  gold 

TrtasurVofthe  Rhine  and  silver  jewellery,  which  they  pile  up  to  form  a  hoard.     He  suddenly 

perceives  Wotan  and  Loge,  and  dismisses  the  Nibeiungs,  Mime  among 

them,  with  the  motive  of  Alberich' 's  Power  (30)  : — 


30.    ALBERICH'S  POWER. 


Alberich's  Power  (30). 
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Loge  then  professes  that  curiosity  has  brought  them  to  Nibelheim 
to  see  the  wonders  worked  by  the  Ring.     Alberich  points  triumphantly    L°ge(22). 
to  the  Treasure.     Here  we  are  introduced  to  the  motive  of  Alberich'' s 
Treasure  (31)  : — 


Alberich's 
(31). 


Treasure 


Alberich's       Treasure 
(31).    Ring  (10).    Freia 

He  announces  his  intention  of  bringing  about  the  downfall  of  the  wi^a^0™^10^!5^ 


gods  by  means  of  the  Ring. 

Loge,  with  his  motive  of  Irony  (32)  : — 


(4).    Rhine-gold  (6). 


32.    LOGE'S   IRONY. 


Loge's  Irony  (32). 


induces  Alberich  to  display  some  of  the  marvels  of  the  Ring. 

at  once  consents,  and  first  changes  himself  into  a  Dragon  (motive  of  r> 

The  Dragon  (33))  :— 


Alberich  Nibelungs  (27).  Wehe 
4).  Ring  (10).  Loge 
22).  Tarnhelm  (29). 
Loge's  Irony  (32). 


33.    THE  DRAGON. 


Dragon  (33), 


and  then  into  a  toad.  Wotan  sets  his  foot  upon  this  toad,  and  Loge 
seizes  the  Tarnhelm  and  binds  Alberich  hand  and  foot  with  a  rope. 

The  scene  now  changes  as  before,  but  in  the  reverse  direction. 

In  the  fourth  scene  we  are  back  on  the  mountain  heights — the 
prospect  is  still  shrouded  in  mists,  as  at  the  end  of  the  second  scene. 
Wotan  and  Loge,  dragging  the  bound  Alberich,  enter.  Loge  taunts 
Alberich,  who,  hoping  to  retain  the  Ring,  determines  to  relinquish  the 
Hoard. 

The  Nibelungs  are  summoned  with  the  Treasure  and  disappear 
again.  The  Tarnhelm  is  added  to  the  Hoard,  and  then  Wotan 
demands   the   Ring.     Alberich  pleads  in  vain  to  be  allowed  to  keep 


Tarnhelm  (29).  Wehe 
(4).  Loge's  Irony  (32). 
Ring  (10). 

Compulsion  (25).  Nibe- 
lungs (27).  Wehe  (4). 
Distress  (15).  Giants  (16). 
WalhaUa  (n).  Loge 
(22).  Golden  Apples  (18). 
Treasure  of  the  Rhine 
(7).  Wehe  (4).  Loge's 
Irony  (32). 


Ring 

(24). 


(10).      Brooding 


Ring  (10).  Alberich's 
Power  (30).  Nibelungs 
(27).  Alberich's  Treasure 
(31).  Wehe  (4).  Tarn- 
helm (29).  Ring  (10). 
Brooding  (24). 
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Treasure  of  the  Rhine  it ;  Wotan  reproaches  him  with  stealing  it  from  the  Rhine-maidens, 

I.      Rlncr    Ira).     Treatv  '  *■  ° 


(7).     Ring   (10).     Treat 


ing   (10).     Treaty         '  *  .  . 

SonT2lold        anc*  finally  wrenches  it  from  his  finger. 


ompulsion  (25), 


Alberich,    now   freed,  to   the   sinister    motive    of   The   Nibelung's 


Hate  (34)  :- 


THE    NIBELUNG'S    HATE. 


The  Nibelung's  Hate 
(341. 


pronounces  a  Curse  on  the  Ring  (35)  :- 


35.    THE   CURSE   OF   THE    RING. 


Curse  (35). 


Wehe  (4). 

Golden  Apples  (18). 
The  Nibelung's  Hate 
(34). 

Protection  of  Treaty 
(21).  Fidelity  to  Treaty 
(17).  Freia  (14).  Compul- 
sion   (25.) 

Giants  (16).  Nibelungs 
(27).  Alberich's  Treasure 
(31).  Freia  (14).  Fidelity 
to  Treaty  (17).  Golden 
Apples  (18). 

Tarnhelm  (29).  Albe- 
rich's Treasure  (31). 
Freia  (14).  Distress  (15'. 
Compulsion  (25). 

Ring  (10).  Treasure  of 
the  Rhine  (7).  Rhine- 
gold  (6).    Wehe  (4). 
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it  shall  ever  bring  disaster  to  its  owner. 

The  vapour  in  the  foreground  now  gradually  clears  off,  and  Fricka, 
Donner,  and  Froh  enter.  Fasolt  and  Fafner  also  arrive,  leading  Freia 
between  them  ;  Fricka  hastens  towards  her,  but  is  stopped  by  Fasolt. 

Wotan  offers  the  giants  the  Hoard  as  a  substitute  for  Freia,  where- 
upon Loge  and  Froh  commence  to  pile  up  the  Hoard  so  as  to  hide 
Freia  from  sight. 

The  Tarnhelm  is  added  to  the  pile,  but  Fasolt  can  still  discern  the 
gleam  of  Freia's  eye,  and  insists  on  having  a  full  equivalent  for  giving 
up  the  goddess.  Fafner  demands  the  Ring,  which  Wotan  refuses.  The 
stage  grows  dark,  and  from  a  rocky  cleft  Erda  suddenly  becomes  visible. 
Motive  of  Erda  (36)  : — 

36,    ERDA. 


Erda  (36). 


Erda  (36).  Rhine  (1).  She  warns  Wotan  to  give  up  the  Ring,  and  foretells  The  Waning  of 

S)6     WeheU)3.     Ring  the     Gods    {$*])   '. 


(io). 
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37.  THE  WANING  OF  THE  GODS. 


Waning  of  the   Gods 
(37). 


After  deep  thought  Wotan  determines  to  give  up  the  Ring  and    Treaty(l2).  ComPuu 
retain  Freia.     Fafner  and  Fasolt  release  Freia  and  busy  themselves sion  (2S)- 
over  the  Hoard  ;  they  quarrel  over  its  division,  and  Fafner  slays  Fasolt  iuSgl%)(:l6'>' 
and  makes  off  with  the  Treasure,  thus  fulfilling  the  Curse.     Fricka   t^° ^JJgf*^g 
then  invites  Wotan  to  enter  Walhalla.     Wotan,  after  meditating  on  £&  Fascwatfcn  S3! 

.  r    1  •  •  -i     r  1  1  -r<  1  Walhalla       (11).      Ring 

the  awful  price  paid  for  the  castle,  consents.     Donner  now,  together  («>).  curse(3s). 
with  Froh,  begins  to  clear  the  air  of  clouds  and  mists,  and  mounts 
a  high  rock  and  swings  his  hammer,  collecting  the  mists  round  him. 
As  he  swings  the  hammer  we  hear  the  Storm  motive  (38) : — 


wm 


38.    STORM. 


^=*: 


Storm  (38). 


Lightning  and  thunder  follow,  then  suddenly  the  clouds  disperse, 
Donner  and  Froh  become  visible  —  a  rainbow-bridge  stretches  from 
their  feet  over  the  valley  to  Walhalla,  now  gleaming  in  the  light 
of  the  setting  sun.      Motive  of  The  Rainbow  (39)  : — 


39.    THE    RAINBOW. 


Rainbow  (39). 


Wotan  hails  the  castle  with  solemn  delight,  and,  as  he  leads  the  RiVci'sword  («*. 
gods  and  goddesses  towards  the  bridge,  the  cry  of  the  Rhine-maidens  £*suJ^*«7rS 
is  heard  from  below.      The  motive  of  The  Sword  (40)  : —  (7)?aSRheine-goid  (6). me 


40.    THE    SWORD. 


3F 


Sword  (40). 


here  appears  for  the  first  time.     Loge  tells  the  maidens  that  the  Gold  Rhi„f egoid  ^   (32)' 
will  not  be  restored  to  them,  and  the  gods  proceed  on  their  way  to    waihaiia  («)! 
Walhalla  as  the  curtain  falls.  Rainbow  (39). 


THE     WALKURE. 


LIST    OF    CHARACTERS: 

Siegmund,  the   Walsung. 

Sieglinde,  his  Sister. 

Hunding,  the  Neiding,  Husband  of  Sieglinde. 

Wotan. 

Fricka. 

Brunnhilde,      \ 

Gerhilde,  I 

Ortlinde, 

Waltraute, 

Svertleite, 

Helmwige, 

SlGRUNE, 

Grimgerde, 

rossweise. 


.   The  Walkures,  Daughters  of  Wotan. 


The  prelude  to  the  First  Act  of  "  The  Walkiire  "  is  representative  of  a 
tempest.     We  are  introduced  at  once  to  the  motive  of  Tempest  (41) : — 


Tempest  (41). 


followed  a  little  later  by  Donner's  Storm  motive  (38). 

As  the  storm  dies  away,  the  curtain  rises  and  discloses  the  interior 
of  Hunding's  dwelling,  which  is  built  round  the  trunk  of  a  huge 
ash  tree.  The  door  opens,  and  Siegmund  enters  to  the  music*of  the 
Siegmund  motive  142) : — 


Storm  (38). 
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Siegmund  (42). 


42.     SIEGMUND. 


i6 
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Tempest  (41). 
Siegmund  (42). 


He  sinks  exhausted  upon  the  hearth,  and  Sieglinde  enters  from  the 
inner  room.  She  draws  near  to  the  stranger,  seeing  him  lying  still  on 
the  hearth,  and  anxiously  listens  to  his  breathing  for  some  sign  of  life. 
(Motive  of  Sieglinde  (43)) : — 


43.    SIEGLINDE. 


Sieglinde  (43)- 


* 


*^*±Ei 


issl 


sieglinde  (43).  He  begs  for  a  draught  of  water,  which  she  quickly  fetches  and  gives 

to  him.     As  he  drinks,  he  gazes  with  growing  interest  on  her  face. 
We  now  have  the  motives  of  Distress  and  Love  (44  [see  15]  and  45) : — 


44.    DISTRESS. 


45.    LOVE. 


Distress  (44)  (see  15). 
Love  (45). 
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siegmund  (4^).  He  asks  where  he  is,  and  she  tells  him  that  house  and  wife  belong 

sfegC  £3).    Love  to  Hunding.     Sieglinde  then  fills  a  horn  with  mead  and  offers  it  to 

stegmundu£)ss    (44)'  Siegmund.     Siegmund,  refreshed,  declares  his  intention  of  going  out 

again  into  the  night,  for  he  says  that  ill-fortune  (motive  of  Siegmund's 

Ill-fortune  (45#)) : — 

45a.    SIEQMUND'S    ILL=FORTUNE. 


Siegmund*s  Ill-fortune 
(4Sa). 


follows  on  his  footsteps  ;  whereupon  Sieglinde  tells  him  that  he  can 
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bring  no  ill-fortune  there,  where  it  has  long  dwelt.     Siegmund,  deeply 
agitated,  remains,  and  we  hear  the  motive  of  The  WalsungJ  Misfortunes 

(46):- 

46.    THE    WALSUNQS*    MISFORTUNES. 


Hi 


Walsungs'  Misfortunes 
(46). 


combined  with  that  of  Sieglinde  (43),  until  Sieglinde  suddenly  starts  ;    sieglinde  (43). 
she  hears  Hunding  outside — she  nastily  opens  the  door,  and  Hunding 
enters  and  pauses  on  the  threshold  as  he  sees  Siegmund.     (Motive  of 
Hunding  (47)) : — 

47.     HUNDING. 


Hunding  (47). 


Sieglinde  tells  of  the  coming  of  the  stranger,  and  Hunding  grudgingly    Tempest  (4o. 
bids   Siegmund  welcome      (Motive  of  The  Sacred  Ties  of  Hospitality    sieemund  (*»>• 

(48))  :- 

48.    THE    SACRED   TIES    OF    HOSPITALITY. 


SK 


Sacred  Ties  of  Hospi 
tality  (48). 


Then  Sieglinde  prepares  the  meal  for  her  husband  and  the  guest.  At 
Hunding's  invitation,  Siegmund  tells  how  he  has  been  lost  in  the 
storm.  Hunding  demands  his  name.  Siegmund  gazes  thoughtfully 
before  him  and  finally  begins  his  story — how  Wolfing  was  his  father, 
and  how  he  early  lost  his  mother  and  twin  sister.  He  roamed  the 
woods  with  his  father,  and  one  evening  returned  to  find  their  home 
laid  waste  by  the  Neidings,  the  mother  slain  and  the  sister  carried  off. 
From  that  time  he  and  his  father  had  ranged  the  forest  alone,  but 
the  Neidings  again  made  a  mighty  onslaught  upon  them,  and  in  the 
course  of  it  Siegmund  was  separated  from  his  father  and  saw  him  no 
more.  Since  then  misfortune  had  dogged  his  footsteps.  Hunding 
signifies  that  he  disapproves  of  Siegmund,  though  he  is  bound  by  the 
ties  of  Hospitality.  Sieglinde  then  asks  how  he  came  to  lose  his 
weapons  recently.  Siegmund  replies  that  he  went  to  the  rescue  of 
a  maiden  whom  her  brothers  sought  to  marry  to  a  man  she  did  not 
love.  He  slew  the  brothers,  but  the  maiden  bewailed  their  death,  and 
the  servants  of  the  slain  men  crowded  on  Siegmund  :  the  maid  died, 


Hunding  (47)-  Sie?" 
linde  (43)-  Distress  (44% 

Treaty  (12).  Hund- 
ing  (47)-    Tempest  (41). 

Walsungs'  Misfortunes 
(46).  Sieglinde  (43)- 
Love  (45)- 


Hunding  (47)- 


Walhalla  (n).      Freia 
(14).    Love  (45)- 


Ties  of  Hospitality  (48). 

Sieglinde    (43)-      Sieg- 

mund's  Ill-fortune  (45a) 


Siegmund  (42). 
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Tempest  (4i).  and   Siegmund   with  difficulty  escaped  through    the   storm.     At   the 

Walsungs' Misfortunes  .        .to         r  ,.  .  J  *  6 

(46).  conclusion  of  his  narrative  we  meet  with  the  motive  of  The  Walsungs 


(49)  in  its  completeness  : — 


Walsungs  (49). 


49.    THE  WALSUNGS. 


Hunding  (47). 

Sieglinde  (43). 

Walsungs  (49).  Sieg- 
linde (43).  Distress  (44). 
Sword  (40).  Hunding 
(47). 


Sword  (40).  Hunding 
(47).  Treaty  (12).  Love 
(45).    Sword  (40). 


Sword  (40). 


Walsungs  (49). 
Sieglinde  (43)- 


Sword  (40). 
Walsungs'  Cry  of  Joy 
(50). 
Walhalla  (n). 
Sword  (40). 


Hunding  now  declares  that  he  has  heard  already  of  Siegmund's 
lawless  doings  and  that,  while  he  shall  be  sheltered  for  the  night,  in 
the  morning  he  shall  be  slain. 

Sieglinde  is  sent  to  prepare  Hunding's  draught,  and  as  she  goes 
she  seeks  to  direct  Siegmund's  attention  to  a  particular  spot  in  the 
ash  tree. 

Siegmund  is  left  alone  by  the  dying  fire  and  broods  over  his 
misfortunes. 

The  fire  falls  together  and  a  ray  of  light  strikes  that  spot  of  the 
ash  tree  indicated  by  Sieglinde  where  a  buried  sword-hilt  is  seen. 
The  fire  gradually  dies  down  and  complete  darkness  reigns  in  the 
room. 

The  door  opens  softly  and  Sieglinde  enters.  She  has  mingled  a 
drug  with  Hunding's  draught  and  now  comes  to  urge  Siegmund  to 
fly.  She  tells  him  of  a  weapon  close  at  hand — the  sword  in  the 
ash  tree.  At  her  marriage  feast  an  aged  man  entered  and  struck  this 
sword  deep  in  the  trunk  of  the  tree.  None  should  win  it  but  he  who 
could  pluck  it  out  ;  many  tried  in  vain,  and  the  sword  remained  in  the 
tree.     She  then  bursts  forth  into  The  Walsungs1  Cry  of  Joy  (50) : — 


50.    THE    WALSUNGS'    CRY    OF   JOY, 


Walsungs'  Cry  of  Joy 
(So). 
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as  she  hails  Siegmund  as  the  hero  who  is  to  win  the  sword.     Siegmund 
ardently  embraces  her,  claiming  her  as  his  own. 

The   great   door   swings    opens.      Sieglinde    starts   in    alarm,  but 
Siegmund  draws  her  to  him,  and,  with  the  Spring  Song  (51)  : — 


Walsungs  (49). 
Walsungs'  Cry  of  Joy 
(So). 


51.     SPRING    SONG, 


Spring  Song  (51) 


declares  that  they  are  destined  for  each  other.     Sieglinde  replies  with    spring song eg. 
no  less  ardour,  and  Siegmund,  with  the  motive  of  Bliss  (52)  : —  (44).vFreia(i4). 

52.    BLISS. 


Bliss  (52). 


preceded  and  followed  by  that  of  Freia,  the  goddess  of  Love,  embraces    gga  (14). 
Sieglinde,  who  seeks  to  identify  him.  ,ss  S2 '     °ve  45 ' 

Siegmund  answers  her  with  the  motive  of  Rapture  (53)  : — 


3E^ 


53.    RAPTURE. 
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Rapture  (53) 


but  Sieglinde  is  reminded  of  the  aged  stranger.     Then,  with  the  motive    waihaiia  (u). 
of  Love  Stirring  in  Nature  (54)  : — 

54.     LOVE    STIRRING    IN    NATURE. 


Love  stirring  in  Nature 
(54). 


Bliss     (52).      Distress 

we  reach  at  last  the  disclosure  that  Siegmund  is  no  Wolfing,  but  a  [Jg;  Lwvaeis(u4ngs  sT409r)d 
Walsung,  and   Sieglinde   hails  him  by   his   right    name.      Siegmund  g)ptuwaL5u3ngsT4a9)halIa 
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(%0^on%°uUionT(9e)!ty  springs   up  and   plucks   the   sword  from  the  tree,  and  we  hear  the 
new  motive  of  Nothing,  the  Sword  (55)  : — 


55.    NOTHUNG. 


Nothung  (55). 


Sword  (40).  Walsungs 

j^y\5Sa  ssp?mg  song  Sieglinde   then   declares   herself  his  sister,  and  throws  herself  on  his 

(51).    Love   (45)-    Bliss  1  ,      •  ,  r  ' 

(52).  sword  (40).  Love  breast  in  a  transport  of  passion. 

Stirring:  in  Nature  (54). 
Distress  (44)-  Wehe 
(4) 


As  Siegmund  draws  her  to  him  in  a  frenzy  of  joy,  the  curtain  falls. 
■  sword (40).  Flight (28,         The  prelude  to  the  Second  Act  is  constructed  out  of  the  motives  of 
s(44)        (s    the  Sword,  Flight,  Distress,  Bliss,  and  finally  that  of  The  Walkiires 
(56)  :- 

56.    THE    WALKURES. 


The  Walkiires  (56). 
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The  curtain  rises  on  a  wild  and  rocky  pass.  Wotan  is  discovered 
instructing  Brunnhilde  to  aid  Siegmund  in  the  coming  contest  with 
Hunding.     Brunnhilde  joyfully  utters  The  Walkiires1  Call  (57)  : — 


The    Walkiires'     Call 
(57). 


Wehe  (4). 
The    Walkiires' 
(57)- 
Wehe  (4). 


Call  She  stops  suddenly  at  the  sight  of  Fricka  approaching,  and  then,  with 
a  repetition  of  The  Walkiires'  Call,  she  disappears.  Fricka  enters  with 
the  motive  of  Wehe  (4)  and  that  of  Fricka *s  Wrath  (58)  : — 


WRATH. 


Fricka's  Wrath  (58). 


K3W' 
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Hunding    (47).      Ties 
of  Hospitality  (48).  Love 


She  comes  to  demand  vengeance  for  Hunding.  ot  HosPitauty  m.  Love 

Wotan  seeks  to  shield  Siegmund  and  Sieglinde,  but  Fricka  utters  S£  ^Sa's^wlSE 
bitter   reproaches.      Wotan   again   tries   to   change  her  purpose,  but  g£e  sggf  Sojg$k 

T?_:^1>«        „,:<-l,      ~      ,-ri^"\a.^4-      A,,fKni-of      r\f    tirrofVi         Kt-^ol^c      lr>t-r\     o      lor-nonf-      rtimi-    (S3)-         Fricka'S      Wrath 


Fricka,  with  a  violent  outburst  of  wrath,  breaks  into  a  lament  over  & 


Wotan's  unfaithfulness  to  her.     (Motive  of  Fricka? s  Lament  (59 ))  :- 


Sword  (40) 
Love  (45). 


59.    FRICKA'S    LAMENT, 
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Fricka's  Lament  (59). 


She  asserts  that  it  is  he  who,  as   Walsung,  roamed  the   woods    and    Fr|Cka.s  Wrath  (58). 
became  the  father  of  Siegmund  and  Sieglinde,  and   bids  him  finish    Fricka's  Lament  (so- 
his  work  and  trample  on  her  in  triumph. 

Wotan,  in  reply,  tells  her  that  a  hero  is  needed  who  shall  work 
without  heavenly  protection,  to  do  that  which  the  gods  themselves  (Ii)wR?44i?o>.  fSIiIIv 
cannot  accomplish.  t0  Treaty (17)l 

Fricka  insists  on  the  death  of  Siegmund.     With  the  introduction  cFrkka's  wrath  (5s) 
of  the  motive  of  Wotarfs  Gloom  (60)  : — 


Siegmund's  Ill-fortune 
(45a).  Treaty  (12). 
Sword  (40). 


60.    WOTAN'S    GLOOM. 


§=I§g 


Wotan's  Gloom  (60). 


the  god's  demeanour  expresses  ever-increasing  distress.      In  the  sub-  w™2f£,^{J,/s8)- 
sequent  discussion  Fricka  insists  on  the  withdrawal  of  Wotan's  pro-    Sword(4o). 
tection  from  Siegmund.     Briinnhilde's  voice  is  heard  from  the  heights,    waikures*  can  (57). 
and  on  her  appearance  Fricka   extracts   from   Wotan   an   oath   that    wS  cioom  oso). 
Siegmund    shall    fall.       Left    alone    with    Briinnhilde,   Wotan  gives  curee&s). 
way  to  despair.     (Motive  of  Wotan1  s  Despair  (61))  : — 
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Wotan's  Despair  (61). 


Curse  (35).  Fricka's 
Wrath  (58).  Distress 
(41).  Compulsion  (25). 
Distress  (44).  Love  (45)1 
Wotan's  Gloom  (60) 
Ring  (10). 

Walhalla  (11).  Erda 
(36). 

Wotan's  Gloom  (60). 

Walkures  (56). 

Golden  Apples  (18). 

Walhalla  (11). 

Erda  (36).  Ring  (10). 
Alberich's  Treasure  (31). 
Giants  (16). 

Fidelity  to  Treaty  (17). 


Brunnhilde  begs  to  be  told  the  cause  of  his  anguish,  and  Wotan  tells 
her  of  Alberich's  theft  of  the  Ring,  the  building  of  Walhalla,  Erda's 
prophecy,  how  he  longed  to  know  more  of  the  end  foretold  by  her 
and  won  Erda  to  tell  him  ;  she  bore  him  the  Walkures,  and  these 
warrior  maidens  he  bade  select  a  band  of  heroes  to  guard  Walhalla. 
Erda  further  foretold,  however,  that  danger  threatened  Walhalla  from 
the  Nibelung;  if  ever  Alberich  should  regain  the  Ring,  Walhalla 
would  be  lost.  Fafner  held  the  Ring,  but,  by  the  Treaty,  Wotan 
was  powerless  to  get  it  from  him.  The  motive  of  Wotan's  Trouble 
(62)  :- 

62.    WOTAN'S    TROUBLE. 


Wotan's  Trouble  (62). 
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wotan's  Trouble  (62).  now  appears  as  he  goes  on  to  say  that  a  hero  is  needed  who,  helped 
wete's  (4?l00,Fric<ka's  by  none,  alone  can  do  what  he  is  powerless  to  do. 

ws^gmsund(42).        '        Brunnhilde  asks  if  Siegmund  is  not  such  a  one,  but  Wotan  tells 

wotan-s  Despair  <&t\  her   that   Siegmund    must   be   sacrificed  to  Fricka's   wishes.      Wotan 

SS^gSTch  has  incurred  the  Curse  of  the  Ring,  and  must  give  up  what  he  loves 

(35).  sword  (4o).  E'dabesL     Alberich  has  by  gold  won  a  wife  who  has  borne  him  a  son, 

(34T)!iec^mpeSnSS:eand   Wotan   now   pronounces   a   bitter   blessing   on   the   son   of    the 

Nibelung  who  is  working  for  Walhalla's  End.     (Motive  of  Walhalla) s 

End  (63)):— 

63.    WALHALLA'S    END. 


Walhalla's  End  (63). 


Ties  of  Hospitality  Briinnhilde  asks  what  she  is  to  do.  Wotan,  with  ironical  use  of 
(4wotanS  Trouble  (62)  the  Ties  of Hospitality  motive,  bids  her  fight  for  Fricka,  and,  in  spite 
comrpdiston(25)aty(I2)*of  her   remonstrances,    angrily   commands    that   Siegmund  must  tall. 

(Motive  of  Wotan's  Anger  with  Brunnhilde  (63a)  and  Wotan's  Wrath 

(63b))  :- 
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63a,    WOTAN'S    ANGER    WITH    BRUNNHILDE. 


Wotan's    Anger   with 
Briinnhilde  (63a). 


63b.     WOTAN'S    WRATH. 

*f ft Jt    " 


Wotan's  Wrath  (63b) 


Briinnhilde,  left  alone,  sadly  takes  up  her  weapons  ;  she  sees  Wotan.s  Gloom  (6o) 
Siegmund  and  Sieglinde  approaching,  and  disappears  at  the  back.  s™ngks^rMisfoSnes  YJt 
The  brother  and  sister  come  hastily  in.  Sieglinde  is  in  a  state  of  great  wfjHj  j£}uhB\!£%i 
agitation,  which  Siegmund  vainly  endeavours  to  calm.  Sieglinde  Love(4s)  .Rapture  (53).' 
wishes  to  fly  from  Siegmund  as  unworthy  of  him,  but  Siegmund  refuses  (2?)!st  Bifss^*).  FSe 
to  leave  her,  saying  that  with  the  sword  Nothung  he  fears  no  foe.  (4 waists (49).  sword 
Sieglinde,  almost  distraught,  fancies  she  hears  the  sound  of  Hunding's  (4Hundin&  u7). 
horn  as  he  pursues  them  (motive  of  Pursuit  (64))  : —  sword(4o). 


PURSUIT. 


Pursuit  (64). 


and  at  length  sinks  fainting  in  Siegmund's  arms.     Siegmund  allows    Sword(o) 
her  to  rest  on   the  ground  so  that  her  head   rests   on   his   lap,  and    Distress4"^)] 
imprints   a   long   kiss   on   her  brow.      To   the   solemn   tones   of  the (4S)' 
Fate  (65)  and  Death  (66)  motives  : — 

65.     FATE. 


*§=[ 


^~ TjT-1 


Fate  (65). 
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66.     DEATH. 


Death  (66). 


waihaiia  (n).  Fate  Brunnhilde  enters  and  announces  to  Siegmund  his  coming  doom. 
(6^vaikueres  §)'.  Wai-  Siegmund  asks  if  he  shall  find  his  father  in  Walhalla,  and  is  told  that 
'Vaikures  (56).  Death  he  will  ;  when,  however,  he  asks  further  if  Sieglinde  will  accompany 

waihaiiTcio.'  Freia  mm>  Brunnhilde  tells  him  that  Sieglinde  will  see  him  no  more. 
(14).  Fate  (65).  Siegmund   thereupon   refuses   to   go.     (Motive   of   Death    (66a).     Cf. 

"Gotterdammerung,"  No.  125)  : — 


Death  (66a). 


66a,    DEATH   (cf.  later  in   "  Gotterdammerung,"  No.   125). 


Fate  (65).  Death  (66).  When  Briinnhilde  tells  him  that  he  is  to  be  slain  by  Hunding,  he  is 
^  word  (4o).  Pursmt  £rm  ^  ^  belief  that  the  sword  will  win  him  victory.  On  learning 
(6SstDeith((66}).  loll  that  he  who  bestowed  it  now  withdraws  his  protection,  Siegmund 
sword  c°uo^ulsIOPursuit  determines  to  sacrifice  Sieglinde  rather  than  go  without  her  to 
88:  Pursui^)5"0^  Walhalla.     Brunnhilde  (motive  of  Care  for  the  Walsung  (66b))  :— 


66b.    CARE  FOR  THE  WALSUNG. 


Care  for  the  Walsung 
(66b). 


i 


**2 


t*- 


^E 


3^ 


^^ 


Distress  (44). 
(65).  Love  (45). 
Song  (51). 

Pursuit     (64). 
(14).        Distress 
Hunding   (47). 
(40).       Hunding 


Fate 
Spring 

Freia 
.  (44). 
Sword 

(47). 


Pursuit  (64).   Storm  (38). 

Wehe  (4).  Pursuit  (64). 
Walkiires  (56).  Sword 
(40). 

Treaty  (12).  Wehe 
(4).  Walsungs  (49). 
Fate  (65). 


Care  for  the  Walsung 
(66b).  Walkiires  (56). 
Fate  (65).  Ties  of  Hos- 
pitality (48).  Treaty  (12). 
Wotan's  Gloom  (60). 
Wotan's  Anger  with 
Brunnhilde  (63  a). 
Wotan's  Trouble  (62). 
Wotan's  Wrath  (63b). 
Wehe  (4). 


is  overcome  with  sympathy  and  promises  her  aid.  She  rushes  away  ; 
heavy  storm-clouds  descend  and  cover  the  background — Siegmund 
bends  over  Sieglinde.  The  sound  of  Hunding's  horn  is  heard. 
Siegmund  starts  up  and  draws  his  sword,  and  disappears  in  the  clouds 
at  the  back.  Sieglinde  awakes  from  an  uneasy  dream  to  hear 
Siegmund  and  Hunding  calling  to  each  other.  A  flash  of  lightning 
reveals  Brunnhilde  soaring  over  the  combatants  and  protecting 
Siegmund,  but  as  the  latter  aims  a  blow  at  Hunding,  Wotan  is  seen 
holding  out  his  spear  in  defence.  Siegmund's  sword  snaps  on  the 
spear,  and  Hunding  buries  his  weapon  in  the  breast  of  the  unarmed 
man.  Brunnhilde  hastens  to  Sieglinde  and  quickly  carries  her  away 
on  her  horse.  Wotan  contemptuously  waves  his  hand,  and  Hunding 
falls  dead.  Wotan  then  bursts  into  terrible  wrath  and  disappears, 
vowing  vengeance  on  Brunnhilde. 


A     WALKURE-MAIDEN. 
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The  prelude  to  the  Third  Act  of  "  The  Walkiire  "  is  known  as  the 
Ride  of  the  Walkiires— it  consists  entirely  of  The  Ride  (67)  :— 


67.    THE    RIDE. 


f|lE 


\  r  f - 


S^*=^ 


The  Ride  (67). 


Walkiires  (56). 
Walkiires'  Call  (57). 


motive  and  the  Walkiires  motive.     The  curtain  rises  on  the  Walkiires' 
Rock  ;  four  of  the  Walkiires  are  assembled— with  the  Walkiires'  Call 
they  greet  the  arrival  of  the  others  one  after  another.     Just  before  the 
appearance   of  each   Walkiire   there   is  a  flash  of  lightning,  and  the 
warrior-maiden  is  seen  on  horseback  carrying  on  her  saddle  the  body 
of  a  dead  hero.      Briinnhilde   and  Sieglinde  arrive,  and   Briinnhilde 
begs  the  aid  of  her  sisters  to  protect  her  from  Wotan's  wrath.     Sieg- 
linde begs  Briinnhilde  to  put  an  end  to  her  suffering,  but  Briinnhilde 
bids  her  live  for  the  sake  of  the  child  she  is  to  bear  ;  she  tells  her 
to  fly,  while  she  herself  remains  to  bear  the  brunt  of  Wotan's  anger,    wot^s  Trouble  ce2) 
One  of  the  Walkiires  tells  of  Neidhohle — Hate  Cavern,  where  Fafner,    Ring  (»>.     Dragon 
the  dragon,  guards  Alberich's  Ring.     Briinnhilde  decides  that  to  this 
spot  Sieglinde  is  to  flee  ;  she  foretells  the  birth  of  Siegfried  {Siegfried 
motive  (68)) : — 


Walkiires  (56). 
Walkiires'  Call  (57). 
Ride  (67). 
Walhalla  (n). 

Wotan's  Trouble  (62). 
Death  (66).  Distress 
(44).  Wotan's  Trouble 
(62).    Wehe  (4). 


68.     SIEGFRIED. 


Siegfried  (68). 


tw     &tf 


and  gives  Sieglinde  the  pieces  of  the  broken  sword,  which  he  shall    sword(4o) 
wield  in  later  years.     Sieglinde,  in  the  greatest  exaltation,  greets  her    carefoft^'wabun- 
with  the  motive  of  Salvation  through  Love  (69) : —  (66b). 

c 
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Salvation    through 
Love  (69). 


69.     SALVATION    THROUGH    LOVE. 


muzsmm 


uleiX^s\rouul  and  hastens  away.  Wotan  now  arrives  in  terrible  anger,  and  demands 
C6wotavs  An  er  with  that  Brunnhilde  appear  before  him  to  be  punished  for  her  disobedience. 
wS^wratb^jS}  Tne  Walkiires  endeavour  to  assuage  his  wrath  in  vain.  Brunnhilde 
woSI  DS^rei5 o)'  comes  f°rwar(i  and  then  Wotan  pronounces  her  sentence  :  no  more  is 

DeTth^r"  *  she  t0  be  a  Walkiire  ;  she  is  to  be  deprived  of  her  godly  nature  and 
^Death  (66).   Treaty  become  a  mere  mortal,  cast  in  a  powerless  sleep,  subject  to  the  first 

wotan-s Despair (6,).  man  who  awakes  her.     The  motive  of  The  Walkicres*  Appealed)  :— 


70.    THE    WALKURES'    APPEAL. 


The  Walktires'  Appeal 
(70). 


Trmfbie  Ufe.  treaty  is  heard  as  the  maidens  plead  for  their  sister.  Wotan  angrily  dismisses 
S):  Ss  Despair  them,  and  Brunnhilde  is  left  alone  with  him.  She  begins  softly  with 
((Zi  RiSfS). G wa1"  the  motive  of  Briinnhilde' s  Justification  (71): — 

kiircs'  Appeal  (70). 


71.     BRUNNHILDE'S   JUSTIFICATION, 


Briinnhilde's  Justifica- 
tion (71). 


Fate  (6s).  Death  (66a). 
AVotans  Gloom  (60). 
Walkures  (56).  Fate  (65). 
Fricka's  Wrath  (58). 
Briinnhilde's  Justifica- 
tion (71;.  Death  (65). 
Compulsion  (25). 
Wotan's  Wrath  (63b). 
Ct 


S 


^1 


Compulsion  (25).  Curse 
(35).  Briinnhilde's  Justi- 
fication (71).  Fate  (65). 
Treaty  (12). 

Love  (45). 

Walsungs  (49). 

Siegfried  (68).  Treaty 
12).  Sword  (40).  Fate 
(65). 


to  plead  with  the  angry  god  ;  she  asserts  that  she  has  carried  out  his 
true  wishes,  which  he  had  weakly  given  up — Siegmund  had  won  her 
sympathies,  and  she  deliberately  disobeyed  Wotan.  Wotan  is  un- 
appeased,  and  reproaches  her  with  thoughtlessly  indulging  her  own 
wish  while  he  was  obliged  to  renounce  his. 

Brunnhilde  reminds  him  of  the  Walsungs,  and  tells  him  that 
Siegfried  is  to  be  born,  but  Wotan  angrily  interrupts  her  and  bids 
her  prepare  for  punishment.  She  is  to  be  cast  into  a  deep  sleep 
{Shimber  motive  (72))  : — 
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72.    SLUMBER. 


Slumber  (72). 


and  become  the  prize  of  the  man  who  awakens  her.  Brunnhilde  in 
despair  begs  that  at  least  she  shall  be  guarded  so  that  only  a  hero  may 
win  her  (Flame  Lullaby  (73)) : — 


FLAME    LULLABY. 


Flame  Lullaby  (73). 


Wotan  hesitates,  but  Brunnhilde  pleads  passionately,  and  begs  him    *%£!$$?  u>ee(. 
to  enfold  her  with  a  wall   of  flame.     Wotan  is  deeply   moved,  and  ^f  arF^5geiislTS 
embraces   Brunnhilde   and   bids   her   farewell.     With   the   motive   of  JffiSi^wiJS 
Wotati's  Farewell  (74)  : — 


74.    WOTAN'S    FAREWELL. 


23).  Siegfried  (68). 
BrUnnhilde's  Justification 
(70. 


Sm — fcfgi 


£^ 


:Kzp 
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j*-m- 


lS==s=fafe^ 


**: 


Wotan's  Farewell  (74). 


Flame     Lullaby    (73). 
Fate    (65).     Compulsion 


he  takes  a  last  leave  of  her,  and  then  imprints  a  long  kiss   on   her  (2, 
eyelids,  depriving  her  of  her  godhood.  FS,er  g&  w^aam'| 

He  then  summons  Loge,  the  fire-god,  and  at  once  flickering  flames  tSwS'  &gt}%). 
burst  out  and  surround  the  rock.  Wotan  then  declares  that  he  alone  SX  (l73)23)'  Flame 
who  fears  not  his  spear  shall  penetrate  the  flame,  and  turns  slowly  to  pSJaJreS?"  Wf££ 
depart  as  the  curtain  falls.  LuUab>'  G»  Fate  (65). 


SIEGFRIED. 


LIST    OF    CHARACTERS: 
Siegfried. 
££n,  }  *»*** 

Wotan,  The  Wanderer. 
Fafner,  The  Dragon. 
Erda. 
Brunnhilde. 

The  prelude  to  the  First  Act  of  "  Siegfried  "  begins  with  the  motive  .  Brooding  (24).  Aibe- 
of  Brooding  (24),  followed  by  that  of  Albericli's  Treasure  (31),  the  Seiunjsc^r8  wiii 
Nibelungs  (27),  Wehe  (4),  the  Ring  (10),  and  the  Sword  (40),  and  then  80).  ^ibS&^fc* 
the  Nibelungs  (27)  and  W^*  (4)  again.  _  ,    iSpWWB 

When  the  curtain  rises  Mime  is  discovered  trying  to  forge  a  sword  C4).sword(4o)  Brooding 

ro-r-iTTi  1  ••  1°  iii-it        (24'-   Dra&on(33)-    Ring 

tor  biegfried.     He  knows  that  it  is  necessary  that  a  sword  should  be  &igelUn°fls  )rony  (32-)- 
made  wherewith  Siegfried  may  overcome  Fafner,  but  is  unable  to  do  it 
himself.     Siegfried's  Horn  is  heard  (75)  :— 

75.    SIEGFRIED'S    HORN    CALL. 

and  the  youth  enters,  driving  before  him  a  bear  which  he  has  captured 

in  the  forest.     After  terrifying  Mime  with  the  beast,  he  drives  it  forth    Horn  (  ) 

and  then  asks  how  the  dwarf  has  succeeded  with  the  task  of  welding 

the  sword  (Forging  of  Nothung  (76))  : — 

76.     FORGING    OF    NOTHUNG. 


Forging-    of    Nothung 
(76). 

Siegfried  tests   it   and  finds   it  worthless.      With   the   motive    of   Siegfried  («). 
Impatience  of  Youth  (77)  : — 

77.     IMPATIENCE    OF    YOUTH. 


Impatience    of    Youth 
(77). 


m 


he  reproaches  Mime  with  his  stupidity.     Mime  endeavours  to  soothe 
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him  and  reminds  him  how  grateful  he  should  be  for  all  the  care  he 
has  bestowed  upon  him  {Mime  motive  (78))  : — 


Mime  (78). 


78.     MIME. 


■m.  -m- 


Impatience  of  Youth 
(77). 


Siegfried  listens  unwillingly. 
Mime,  in  his  Soothing  Song  (79) : — 


79.    MIME'S    SOOTHING    SONG, 


Soothing  Song  (79). 
Horn  (75). 


Mime  (78).  Impatience 
of  Youth  (77). 


S*=*=t6 
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tells  how  he  clothed  and  fed  the  young  Siegfried  and  whiningly  com- 
plains that  he  is  now  repaid  only  with  dislike. 

Siegfried  owns  that  he  regards  the  dwarf  with  disgust  and  asks 
what  is  the  reason.  He  says  that  he  prefers  the  beasts  and  birds  of 
the  forest  to  Mime  (Love  in  Nature  motive  (80))  : — 

80.     LOVE    IN    NATURE. 


Love  in  Nature  (80). 


Love  in        Mime  tells  him  that,  as  the  young  birds   love   their  parents,  so 


Mime  (78). 


Siegfried  must  love  him  (Kinship  (81)):- 


81.     KINSHIP. 


Kinship  (81). 


Love  in  Nature  (83). 

Siegfried  (68).  Wal- 
sungs  (49).  Nibelungs 
(27).  Impatience  of  Youth 
(77).  Love  in  Nature(So). 

Walsungs'  Misfortunes 
(46).  Sieglinde  (43)  Love 
(45)  Distress  (44). 
Siegfried  (68). 

Soothing  Song  (79;. 
Walsungs'  Misfortunes 
(46).  Siegfried  (68). 
Soothing  Song  (79).  Wal- 
sungs* Misfortunes  (46). 
Brooding  (24).  Sword 
(40).    Nibelungs  (27). 

Sword  (40).  Impatience 
of  Youth  (77). 


but  Siegfried  has  noticed  that  there  are  always  two  parents  among  the 
beasts  and  birds  and  wants  to  know  where  Mime's  wife  is — that  he  may 
call  her  mother.  Mime  protests  that  he  is  both  father  and  mother  to 
Siegfried  ;  but  the  youth  has  noted  the  likeness  of  the  young  to  their 
parents  and  has  seen  his  own  reflection  in  the  brook.  He  insists  on 
knowing  who  are  his  parents. 

Mime  then  tells  him  how  Sieglinde  came  to  his  cave  and  died  in 
giving  birth  to  Siegfried.  To  his  further  inquiries,  Mime  tells  him 
that  his  mother  bade  him  call  the  child  Siegfried,  that  she  herself 
was  named  Sieglinde,  and  that  she  gave  him  the  broken  pieces  of  the 
sword. 

Siegfried  thereupon  determines  that  these  pieces  shall  be  made  into 
a  weapon  again  for  him  and  he  will  go  forth  into  the  world  (Roving 
motive  (82)) : — 
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Roving  (82). 


« 
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He  runs  off  into  the  wood  and  leaves*Mime  brooding  over  the  hearth.  f  J>?odNfriiuLs  Sf 


The  Wanderer  now  enters  to  the  motive  of  the   Wanderer  (83) :—  SSS'c^r 
83.    WANDERER, 
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and  proposes  a  wager  with  Mime  :  each  is  to  ask  the  other  three 
questions,  and  he  who  fails  to  answer  forfeits  his  head  to  the  winner. 
Mime  agrees  and  propounds  the  first  question,  What  race  dwells 
beneath  the  earth  ?     The  Wanderer  answers — the  Nibelungs. 

The  second  question  propounded  by  Mime  is,  What  race  dwells  on 
the  earth  ?     Again  the  Wanderer  answers  correctly — the  Giants. 

The  third  question  is  as  to  the  race  which  dwells  in  the  heights 
above  the  earth.  We  are  here  introduced  to  a  new  motive — that  of 
Godly  Power  (84) : — 

84.    GODLY    POWER. 


Wanderer  (83). 


Wanderer  (83;.  Slum- 
ber (72).  Nibelungs  (27), 
Treaty  (12). 

Nibelungs  (27^.  Brood- 
ing (24).  Treaty  (ia). 
Nibelungs  (27). 

Brooding  (24).  Albe 
rich's  Treasure  (31) 

Nibelungs  (27).  Ring 
(10).  Wehe(4).  Treasure 
of  the  Rhine  (7).  Loge's 
Irony  (32).   Treaty  (i2>. 

Brooding  (24).  Nibe- 
lungs (27). 

Giants  (16).  Ring  do"!. 
Dragon  (33).  Wehe  (4). 
Treaty  (12).  Brooding 
(24).  Nibelungs  (27). 

Walhalla  (11).  Rhine 
(i\  Erda  {36). 


as  the  Wanderer  answers  correctly  again  and  describes  the  Gods. 

Mime  now  seeks  to  avoid  his  share  of  the  contract,  but  the 
Wanderer  bids  him  prepare  to  answer.  Mime,  with  his  Stinking 
motive  (85) : — 


Godly  Power  (84). 


Protection  of  the  Trea 
(21).    Ring  (10)     Wehe 
(4).    Treaty  (12).    Nibe 
lungs  (27). 

Nibelungs  (27).    Wan- 
derer (83).  Treaty  (12). 


Slinking  (85). 
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Slinking  (85). 


Slinking  (85).  Walhalla 
(11).  Nibelungs  (27). 
Brooding  (24).  Ties  of 
Hospitality(48).  Slinking 
(85.)  Walsungs  (49). 
Wotan's  Farewell  (74). 
Siegfried  (68). 

Ties  of  Hospitality(48). 

Brooding  (24).  Nibe- 
lungs (£7).    Dragon  (3  ). 

Nothung  (55).  Slinking 
(85).  Siegfried,  (68). 
Sword  (40). 

Slinking  (85).  Wehe 
(4).  Nibelungs  (27). 
Siegfried  (68). 

Impatience  of  Youth 
(77).  Wehe  (4).  Compul- 
sion (25). 

Wanderer  (83).  Com- 
pulsion (25).  Sword  (40). 
Nibelungs  (27).  Treaty 
(12).  Dragon  (33).  Loge 
(22).  Siegfried  (68). 

Dragon  (33).  Loge  (22  \ 
Fire-spell  (23).  Sword 
(4c). 

Roving  (82).  Impa- 
tience of  Youth  (77). 


determines  to  rely  on  his  wits  and  makes  ready.  The  Wanderer  first 
asks  the  name  of  the  race  well-loved  by  Wotan,  and  Mime  readily 

answers — the  Walsungs.  The  Wanderer  foretells  the  death  of  Fafner 
at  the  hands  of  Siegfried  and  asks  what  is  the  sword  that  Siegfried 
must  wield.     Mime  replies  that  Nothung  is  the  weapon. 

The  Wanderer  next  asks  who  will  forge  the  sword,  and  Mime  is 

unable  to  answer.  The  Wanderer  does  not,  however,  claim  his  forfeit, 
but  tells  Mime  that  his  head  will  fall  to  him  who  will  forge  the  sword — 
namely,  he  who  knows  not  fear. 

He   then   departs   amid   flickering   light,   leaving   Mime   terrified. 

Siegfried  returns  and  asks  for  the  sword  ;  Mime,  still  bewildered,  can 
only  repeat  the  words  of  the  Wanderer — "  Only  he  who  has  never 


learned   fear   can   forge   Nothung   the   sword."     Siegfried,  impatient, 
asks  him  what  he  means  by  fear.     Mime  tells  him  he  must  learn  what 


Dragon  (33).  Sword 
(40).  Compulsion  (25). 
Wanderer  (83).  Siegfried 
(68). 

Impatience  of  Youth 
(77).  Mime  (78).  Kinship 
(81). 

Walsungs'  Misfortunes 

Loge  (22).  Fire-speii  it  is  before  he  goes  out  into  the  world,  and  endeavours  to  describe  it  to 

(23).  Flame  Lullaby  (73).  °  ' 

Slumber  (72).    Siegfried 

(68). 

Dragon  (33).  Flame 
Lullaby(73). 

Impatience  of  Youth 
(77)  Wehe  (4).  Mime 
(78).  Sword  (40).  Forcing 
of  Nothung  (76).  Nibe- 
lungs (27).  Horn  (75). 
Loge  (22).  Slinking  (8^). 
Loge  (22).  Siegfried  (68). 
Forging  of  Nothung  (76). 
Dragon  (33).    Ring  (10). 

Nothung  (55).  Forging 
of  Nothung  (76). 


him  ;  then  he  says  he  will  bring  him  to  Fafner,  who  shall  teach  him 
fear.  Siegfried  sets  about  forging  the  sword,  and  Mime  plans  mean- 
while to  outwit  Siegfried.  Siegfried  asks  the  name  of  the  sword,  and, 
on  being  told  that  it  is  Nothung,  begins  the  song  of  the  Forging  of 

the  Sword  as  he  melts  down  the  broken  pieces.  (Motive  of  Smelting- 
(86))  :- 

86.    SMELTING. 


Smelting  (86). 


g£#=4*g 


±±zm-- 


at^t 


3tS= 


-*-& 


Ring  (10).  Nibelungs 
(27).  Alberich's  Treasure 
(31).  Clumber  (72). 
Nothung  (55).  Sword 
40).    Smelting  (86). 


Mime  devises  a  plan  to  give  Siegfried  a  drug  after  he  has  slain 
Fafner  and  then  kill  him  with  the  sword,  gaining  possession  of  the 
Ring  and  Treasure.  As  Siegfried  finishes  the  smelting  of  the  weapon, 
we  have  the  motive  of  Siegfried's  and  Mime's  Work  (87)  : — 
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SIEGFRIED'S   WORK   and    MIME'S    WORK. 


Siegfried's  Work  and 
Mime's  Work  (87). 


Sword  (40). 
Horn  (75), 


He  then  begins  to  hammer  the  weapon  into  shape  while  Mime  in?(8?)"TothungS(5nsk)'. 
is  preparing  the  poisonous  draught,  and,  on  the  completion  of  his  task,  fffi^   of  Nothun^ 
Siegfried  proves  its  success  by  splitting  the  anvil  in  two. 
y'^The  scene  of  the  Second  Act  is  laid  in  the  depths  of  the   forest 
outside   Fafner's   cave.     In  the  prelude  we  have  the  Fafner  motive 
(88):- 

88.    FAFNER. 


Fafner  (88). 


and 


IVcke  Dragon  (33).  Brooding 
(24).  Ring  (10).  Curse 
(35).  The  Nibelung's 
Hate  (34).      Wehe  (4). 


Dragon,     Brooding,     Ring,     Curse,     Nibelung's    Hate 
motives. 

Alberich  is  discovered  watching  outside  the  cave,  and  to  him  enters  ti»  Wibeiung^'VaYe 
the  Wanderer.     As  soon  as  Alberich   recognises  the  Wanderer,  he  (3Ride  m.   wotan's 

0  Trouble  (62).  Curse  (35). 

Fafner  (88).  The  Nibe- 
lung's Hate  (34).  Wal- 
halla      (11).        Wotan's 

bursts  into  bitter  reproaches  and  declares  that  he  shall  not  obtain  the    Treaty  \n\ wanderer 

t-».  mi         Tir  •    *  f      1     •  •  •  r  •  1   (53)  Wotan's  Gloom(6o). 

Ring.     The  Wanderer  disclaims  any  intention  of  trying  to  get  it,  and  J^g^f^irony 

Treaty  (21).  Fidelity  to 
the  Treaty  (17).     Loge 


(22). 

Alberich  proclaims  his  aim  of  obtaining  it  and  destroying  Walhalla.  ^^Th^N^X? 
Wotan  calmly  tells  him  that  he  is  not  troubled  by  his  hate  :  the  Ring  ggj  g&  ^rehee  ($; 
will  be  his  who  gains  it.  Alberich  asks  why  he  has  come,  whereupon  Loge's  Irony  (32)- 
Wotan  warns  him  of  the  approach  of  Mime  and  Siegfried,  and  tells  G%%£%$*  Wotan's 
him  that  Mime  is  the  one  who  threatens  most  danger  to  him.  He  (82B)rooding'' (24)- Rovinff 
then  awakens  Fafner  and  tells  him  of  Siegfried's  coming  with  the  (Jfagon  (33)-  Fafner 
sword,  and  Alberich  urges  the  dragon  to  give  up  the  Ring.  Fafner  (4^fn|rinf(8I)t;)  Sword 
tells  them  to  leave  him  in  peace.  The  Wanderer  laughs  and  departs.  Rgjj g/88^}"!  ((|°?; 
Alberich   vows   that   he   will   not   rest   till   he   gains   the   Ring    and  sword  (V).   Ride  y>7i 

o  o  Wanderer  (83).  Wotan  s 

disappears.      Mime   and   Siegfried   enter.      Mime  promises  that  here  Fcursl(3|i' The  wbe- 
Siegfried  shall  learn  fear,  but  Siegfried  is  undismayed,  and  declares  that  mV   aseme3wng  \m. 

0  O  J        »  Impatience  of  Youth  (77). 

Nibelungs  (27).      Flame 

he   will   slay  the   dragon   with   Nothung,   and   angrily  drives   Mime  wSngsu^.Nothung 

(55).  Impatience  of 
Youth    (77).  Flame 

Lullaby  (73)-  Fafner 
(88)  Mime  (78).  Dragon 
(33).  Mime  (78). 
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Siegfried's  and  Mime's  away.     Mime  goes  off  hoping  that  Siegfried  and  Fafner  may  kill  "each 
cT°Y5ut(h7()77)!mpat,ence  other.     The  motive  of  the  Murmur  of  the  Forest  (89)  :— 

89.    MURMUR   OF   THE    FOREST. 


Murmur  of  the  Forest 
(89). 


Nibelungs  (27).  Wal- 
sungs'  Misfortunes  (46). 
Love  in  Nature  (Go;, 
Nature  (26).  Freia  (14). 
Forest  Murmur  (89). 


is  heard  as  Siegfried  lies  under  a  tree  and  falls  to  thinking  of  his 
parents.  He  expresses  his  disgust  of  Mime  and  wishes  that  he  might 
have  seen  his  father  and  mother.  He  listens  to  (motive  of  the  Bird's 
Song  (90))  :— 

90.    BIRD'S    SONQ 

No.  goa.   +.  .  _ 


the  notes  of  the  birds  and  tries  to  imitate  them  by  cutting  a  reed  with 
his  sword  and  making  a  pipe  from  it.  Failing  in  his  endeavours,  he 
sounds  a  blast  on  his  horn  and  awakens  Fafner,  who  comes  out  of  his 
cave.  Siegfried  attacks  him  and  deals  him  a  death-blow.  The  dying 
monster  seeks  to  know  who  it  is  that  slays  him  and  bids  him  take 
his  fate.     Siegfried  tells  his  name  and  Fafner  dies. 

As  Siegfried  withdraws  his  sword,  he  dips  his  finger  in  the  dragon's 


Bird's  Song  (90). 


Sword  (40).  Bird's 
Song  (go).  Distress  (44). 
Horn  (75).  Siegfried  (68). 

Dragon  (33).  Horn  (75). 
Sword  (40).  Fafner  (88). 

Fafner  (88).  Horn  (75) . 
Sword  (40).  The  Nibe. 
lung's  Hate  (34).  Fafner 
(88).  Curse  (35).  Siegfried 
(68).  Ring  (10).  Fafner 
(88).  Dragon  (33).  Sword 
(40).  The  Nibelung's 
Hate  (34).  Curse  (35). 
Siegfried  (68).  Fafner 
(88). 

soSng0S).C4°ForestBM5rs.  blood,  which  burns  like  fire ;  he  puts  his  finger  into  his  mouth  and  at 

mur(89)-  once  finds  that  he  understands  the  notes  of  the  birds.     A  friendly  bird 

tells  him  of  the  Ring,  Treasure  and  Tarnhelm,  and  he  goes  into  the 
cave  to  fetch  them.  Alberich  and  Mime  meet  outside  the  cave  and 
begin  to  quarrel  as  to  who  shall  have  the  spoil.     Alberich  says  that  he 

iJ^Nibeiungs^l:  obtained  the  Ring.  Mime  says  he  made  the  Tarnhelm.  Mime  offers 
Rilwio)  Tre    r      to  share  w*tn  ^'IS  brother,  but  Alberich  refuses.     Siegfried  appears  at 

the1¥hinV(7)reaRhine- the  back  with  the  Ring  and  the  Tarnhelm,  and  the  dwarfs  slip  away. 

gold  (6).   Sword  (40).  — ,  _,  °  .  '  ,        ,  ,  f     .         J 

Forest  Murmur  (89).  The   Forest   Murmur   is   once   more   heard,   and   the   bird  warns 

Birds  song  (90).  wai-  Siegfried  against  Mime.     Mime  then  approaches  with  the  poisonous 
sungs- Misfortunes (46).  draught)  and>  with  the  motive  of  Mime' s  Salutation  (91)  :— 

91.    MIME'S    SALUTATION. 

j£~ >  & 


Mime's  Salutation  (91). 


MIME     AND     ALBERICH     QUARRELLING     OVER     THE 
BODY    OF     FAFNER. 
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asks  if  Siegfried  has  learned  fear.     Mime  is  compelled  to  say  what  is 
really  in  his  thoughts,  and  he  tells  Siegfried  of  his  intention  to  murder 


him.     He  draws  near   with   his   flask   and  Siegfried  kills  him.     The 

bodies  of  the  dragon  and  the  dwarf  are  then  dragged  into  the  cave 

and  left  there  with  the  Treasure.     Siegfried  now  longs  for  companions. 
Mime  is  dead,  and  Siegfried,  with  the  motive  of  Passionate  Love  (92) : — 

92.     PASSIONATE    LOVE. 


begs  the  bird  to  lead  him  to  a  good  companion.  The  bird  tells  him 
of  the  rock  on  which  Briinnhilde  lies  asleep  and  Siegfried  is  overjoyed, 
and,  as  the  bird  flutters  down  and  flies  before  him  to  show  the  way,  he 
eagerly  follows  and  the  curtain  falls.  The  prelude  to  the  Third  Act 
is  made  up  of  the  Ride,  Wotan1  s  Trouble,  Wotan1  s  Gloom,  Treaty, 
Wanderer,  and  Waning  of  the  Gods  motives.     The  scene  is  a  wild  and 

rocky  pass.  The  Wanderer  enters  and  summons  Erda  from  her  sleep. 
Erda  rises  from  a  cleft  in  the  ground  and  asks  why  she  has  been  dis- 
turbed.    Wotan  tells  her  that  he  seeks  to  know  more  of  what  is  to  come. 

She  bids  him  seek  the  Norns,  who  weave  the  web  of  fate,  but  he  replies 

that  the  Norns  cannot  help  him.  Erda  then  asks  him  why  he  does 
not  go  to  Briinnhilde.  Wotan  tells  her  of  Briinnhilde's  disobedience, 
and  how  she  lies  bound  in  sleep  to  be  wakened  by  a  man.  (Motive  of 
Devotion  (93)  : — 

93.     DEVOTION. 


Siegfried's  and  Mime's 
Work  (87). 

Bird's  Song  (90).  Wal- 
sungs'  Misfortunes  (46). 
Mime's  Salutation  (91). 
Mime  (78).  Soothing 
Song  (79).  Bird's  Song 
(90). 

Brooding  (24).  Kinship 
(81). 

Mime's  Work  (87). 
Slinking  (85).  Love  in 
Nature  (80).  Mime's 
Salutation  (91).  Nibe- 
lungs  (27).  Menace  (5). 
Brooding  (24).  Curse 
(35).  Horn  (75).  fafner 
(88).  Dragon  (33).  Ring 
(10).    Nibelungs  (27). 

Forging  of  Nothung 
(76).  Love  in  Nature 
(80).  Mime's  Salutation 
(91).     Nibelungs  (27). 


Passionate  Love  (92) 


Love  in  Nature  (80). 

Forest  Murmur  (89). 
Bird's  Song  (90). 

Passionate  Love  (92). 
Fire-spell  (23).  Siegfried 
(68).  Flame  Lullaby 
(73).  Passionate  Love 
(92).    Bird's  Song   (.90). 

Wotan's  Trouble  (62). 
Ride  (67).  Wotan's 
Gloom  (60).  Treaty  12). 
Wanderer  (83).  Waning 
of  the  Gods  (37).  Weh^ 
(4) 

Slumber  (72).  Fate 
(65).  Treaty  (12).  Briinn- 
hilde's Justification  (71). 
Distress  (44).  Rhine  (1). 

Erda  (36).  Waning  of 
the  Gods  (37).  Distress 
(44).     Treaty  (12). 

Slumber  (72).  Fate 
(65). 

Erda  (36).  Waning  of 
the  Gods  (37).  Wan- 
derer (83).  Distress  (44). 
Nature  (26).  Treaty 
(12). 

Slumber  (72).  Erda 
(36). 

Ring  (10).  Compul- 
sion (25). 

Ring  (10).  Distress 
(44).  Walhalla  (11). 
Walkiires  (56).  Flame 
Lullaby  (73).  Fate  (65). 
Walhalla  (11).  Briinn- 
hilde's Justification  (71). 
Walkiires  (56).  Fate 
(65). 


Erda  answers  that_she_can  tell  him  nothing,  and  begs  to  be  allowed  to 
slumber  again 


Devotion  (93). 


Wotan's  Farewell  (74). 


The  Wanderer  bids  her  tell  him  how  the  trouble  of  SiXseKSffi)cationr^); 


Fate  (65).  Distress  (44). 
Erda  (36).  Waning  of 
the  Gods  (37).  Wotan's 
Despair  (61).  Wanderer 
(83).  Treaty  (12).  Ring 
(10).    Compulsion  (25). 
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Egaw.  waning  of  the  Gods  will  end,  but  Erda  asks  why  he  thus  disturbs  her  sleep;  and 
Wotan,  seeing  that  she  cannot  answer  him,  tells  her  that  he  welcomes 
the  end  gladly.     The  motive  of  The  World1  s  Deliverance  (94) : — 

94.    THE  WORLDS  DELIVERANCE. 


World's  Deliverance 
(94). 

Siegfried  (68).  Com- 
pulsion (25).  Distress 
(44).  Walhalla  (n). 
Sword  (40).  Ring  (10). 
Devotion  (93).     Distress  _ 

DiuveLran«(ti4*)Wsirums  here  first  appears.  Siegfried  now  has  the  Ring  and  is  to  awaken 
«an(cl(M)WoBl?d^ong  Briinnhilde.  He  dismisses  Erda  to  her  slumber  once  more,  and  the 
(9sword  (40).  Birds  note  of  the  bird  is  heard  as  Siegfried  draws  near.  The  bird  suddenly 
song  (90).  disappears  and  the  Wanderer  accosts  the  youth.     Siegfried  tells  him 

that  he  is  seeking  a  rock  girdled  with  fire.    (Motive  of  Adventure  (95)) : — 


Adventure  (95). 


Bird's  Song  (90). 


Wotan's  Joy  (96). 


Forest  Murmur  (89.) 
Siegfried's  and  Mime's 
Work  (87).  Fafner  (88). 
Sword  (40).  Forging  of 
Nothung(76).  Nibelungs 
(27).  Walsungs'  Mis- 
fortunes (46).  Wotan's 
Joy  (96).  Walsungs'  Mis- 
fortunes (46).  Impatience 
of  Youth  (77).  Kinship 
(81).  Bird's  Song  (90). 
Wanderer  (83).  Walhalla 
(n).  Wotan's  Gloom  (60). 
Walsungs'  Misfortunes 
(45)-  Adventure  (95). 
Bird's  Song  (90).  Treaty 
(12).  Loge  (22).  Fire- 
spel!  (23).  Walkiires' 
(56).  Wotan's  Gloom  (60). 
Slumber  (72).  Siegfried 
(68).  Adventure  (95). 
Treaty  (12).  Wotan's 
Gloom  (60).  Walsungs' 
Misfortunes  (46).  Sword 
(40).  Treaty  (12).  Erda 
(•36).  Waning  of  the  Gods 
(37).     Compulsion  (25). 


95.     ADVENTURE. 


^^^L^^^^j^ 


6  $Tf 


The  Wanderer  asks  how  he  came  to  know  of  it,  and  Siegfried  replies 
that  he  was  told  by  a  bird.  We  then  hear  the  motive  of  Wotan1  s  Joy 
(96):- 

96.    WOTAN'S   JOY. 


He  asks  how  Siegfried  understands  the  bird,  and  Siegfried  tells  him  all 
that  has  occurred — how  he  slew  a  dragon  and  Mime  and  made  his 
sword.     Then  the  youth  impatiently  demands  to  be  told  the  way  to 


the   mountain.     Wotan  seeks  to  restrain   him  ;   he  tells  him  of  the 
flames   and   bids  him  go  back.      But   Siegfried   refuses   indignantly  ; 


Wotan  then  interposes  his  spear  and  Siegfried  shatters  it  with  his 
sword.     Slowly  the  god  picks  up  the  pieces  of  the  broken  spear  and 
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disappears.    Siegfried  thereupon  goes  on  his  way  and  mounts  the  rock. 

The  flickering  flames  now  fill  the  whole  stage,  and  the  music  represents 
his  journey  through  the  fire.  When  the  stage  is  again  clear,  we  are 
once  more  on  the  Walkiires'  Rock,  and  Briinnhilde  is  seen  asleep  as 
she  was  at  the  end  of  "  The  Walkiire."  We  hear  the  Fate,  Flame  Lullaby \ 
and  Freia  motives  as  Siegfried  approaches  at  the  back  of  the  stage. 
He  gazes  around  in  astonishment  and  sees  Briinnhilde's  horse  and 
then  Bninnhilde  herself,  whom  he  supposes  to  be  a  warrior  ;  but,  on 

taking  away  her  armour,  he  perceives  that  she  is  a  woman.  The 
motive  of  Love's  Bewilderment  (97)  : — 

97.    LOVE'S  BEWILDERMENT 


Walsungs'  Misfortunes 
(46).  Siegfried  (68). 
Adventure  (95).  Bird's 
Song  (90). 

Horn  (75).  Fire-spell 
(23).  Siegfried  (68). 
Adventure  (95).  Loge 
(22).  Slumber  (72). 
Flame  Lullaby  (73). 

Fate  (65).  Flame 
Lullaby  (73).  Freia  (14). 

Adventure  (95).  Fas- 
cination (13).  Walkiires 
(56). 

Wotan's  Farewell  (74). 
Fascination  (13).  Wal- 
kiires (56). 

Sword  (40).  Devotion 
(93).  Passionate  Love 
(92).  Fascination  (13). 
Walsungs'  Misfortunes 
(46).  World's  Deliver- 
ance  (94). 


Love's    Bewilderment 
(97). 


appears  as  he  realises  that  now  he  knows  what  fear  is.  He  seeks  to  DfeS^(i?Fma&)'. 
wake  the  maiden,  and  at  length  imprints  a  long  kiss  on  her  lips,  and  L?vTr(?2xo)'Fascin0a"fon 
her  eyes  slowly  open.      Bninnhilde  then  crreets  the  world  to  which  she  ft      Freia  (^ 


Briinnhilde  then  greets  the  world  to  which  she  (6, 


has  so  long  been  dead  (motive  of  Briinnhilde1  s  Greeting  (98))  :- 
98.    BRUNNHILDE'S  GREETING, 


Devotion  (93). 
(14).  Fate  (65). 


Briinnhilde's  Greeting 
(98). 


and  then  asks  who  has  waked  her.     On  learning  that  it  is  Seigfried,    Fate(e5). 
she  bursts  into  an  ecstasy  of  joy.     (Ecstasy  (99)  and  Exultation  (100)    Siegfried  (68). 
motives) : — 

99.     ECSTASY. 


Ecstasy  (99). 


100.     EXULTATION. 


Siegfried. 


Exultation  (100). 


3S 
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(46^alsunIiegSrt(6n8e)!  She  tells  him  that  he  has  been  her  care  since  before  he  was  born; 
fx^r^dfDeUve"  Siegfried  supposes  that  she  is  his  mother,  but  Briinnhilde  tells  him  that 

s'f<H).       Walsungs'      .      °,  __  —  .-«.  ,  .,,    ,  •-..,., 


ance   (94). 


Misfortunes  (46).  Exuita-  she  has  lived  and  suffered  for  him  and  now  will  be  repaid  in  his  love. 

tion  (100).     World's  De-  * 

BTwa?icdKmenV°(^  Siegfried    does    not    understand   her   words.      With   the  motive    of 

Brunnhilde's  Justification  _  , 

(7i).  Ecstasy  (9?).  Love's  foreboding  (101)  : — 


Bewilderment  (97)-    De 
votion  (93).    Fate    (65) 


101.    FOREBODING. 


Foreboding  (101). 


m& 


3=3t 


m 


Walkiires  (s6\  Dis- 
tress (44).  „    _, 

Ecstasy  (99).  Exulta- 
tion (100).  Love's 
Bewilderment  (97). 
Walhalla  (11). 

World's     Deliverance 

(94)- 

Wotan's  Despair  (61). 
Curse  (35)-  World's 
Deliverance(g4  >•  Fricka's 
Wrath  (58).  Distress  (44). 
Brunnhilde's  Justifica- 
tion  (71). 


Peace  (102). 


she  recognises  her  horse  and  armour  and  realises  that  she  is  no  longer 
a  goddess.      Siegfried,  with  growing  passion,  ardently  embraces  her. 

She  flies  from  him,  uttering  cries  of  woe  ;  he  begs  her  to  be  his,  but 
for  the  moment  Briinnhilde  is  bewildered.  To  Siegfried's  appeal  she 
replies  with  the  motive  of  Peace  (102)  : — 


^TT* 


and  that  of  Siegfried,  the  Guardian  of  the  World's  Welfare  (103) 


103.    SIEGFRIED,   GUARDIAN  OF  THE  WORLD'S  WELFARE. 


Siegfried,  guardian  of 
theWorld's  Welfare  (1031. 


U       "       IT1  i   sgji  fit   0     - 
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as  she  exhorts  him  to  leave  her.     But  Siegfried  again  implores  her  to 
(^Fbm^LuiiabyS  be  his-     Briinnhilde  can  no  longer  resist  him  and  avows  her  love  for 

Fate  (65).  Passionate 
Love  (92).  Love's  Be- 
wilderment (97).  Flame 
Lullaby  (73).  World's 
Deliverance  (94).  Exul- 
tation (100).  Fate  (65). 
Ecstasy  (99).  Love's  Be- 
wilderment (97).  Exulta- 
tion (100).  World  s  De- 
liverance (94).  Fate  (65). 

waikiires  (56).  him.     She  asks  if  he  had  no  fear  of  the  fire  or  the  warrior  maid,  but  he 

Siegfried  (68).  replies  that,  though  she  taught  him  what  fear  was,  he  has  already 

forgotten  it.     Briinnhilde,  with  the  Walkiires'  Call,  hails  him  with  the 


Bird's       Song       (90). 
Dragon    (33). 
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greatest  delight,  and,  with  the  new  motive  of  the  Resolution  of  Love  ESS^nS*   (57)' 
(104)  :— 

104.     RESOLUTION  OF  LOVE. 


she  determines  to  give  up  all  for  Siegfried's  love. 


Resolution    of    L«ve 
(104). 


Ecstasy  (99).  World's 
Deliverance  (94)-  Reso- 
lution of  Love  (104). 
Siegfried  (68). 


GOTTERDAMMERUNG. 

(THE   WANING   OF  THE   GODS.) 

LIST  OF  CHARACTERS : 

Siegfried. 

Gunther,  The  Gibichung. 

Gutrune,  his  Sister. 

Hagen,  Half-brother  to  Gunther  and  son  of  Alberich. 

Alberich. 

Brunnhilde. 

The  Three  Norns. 

The  Rhine-Maidens. 

Waltraute. 

Chorus  of  Vassals  and  Women. 

After   a   few   bars    of  introduction,   composed   of  the   motives   of 
Brunnhilde  s  Greeting,  Rhine,  and   Fate,   the  curtain   rises   and  dis-  cJfa^e(i)T,e^ 
closes  the   rock   of  the  Walkures,   as  at  the  end  of  "  The  Walkiire,"  (65)- 
It  is  night  and  the  three  Norns  are  discovered.     We  at  once  hear  the 
motive  of  the  Rote  of  Fate  (105)  : — 

105.    ROPE    OF    FATE. 


-3-4= — *-» 


'-*: 


tj*  »•  Rope  of  Fate  (105) 


e4^j=^a=^Sg^^=g^B 


The  sisters  begin  to  weave  the  web  of  fate  and  sing  as  they  spin.    Logel(22) 
The  first  tells  how  she  once  wove  and  sang  by  the  world's  ash-tree,  wSSftt°cii>^a,i5Sfe 
hard  by  the  fountain  of  Wisdom  ;  how  Wotan  came  to  drink  at  the  g&  &?*&&(&. 
water,   purchasing  the  gift  by  giving  up  one  eye.      He  broke  off  a  Rope  of  Fate  (I05)- 
branch  of  the  ash-tree  and  made  his  spear.     From  that  time  the  tree 
withered  and  the  fountain's  stream  dried  up. 

The  second  takes  up  the  story  and  tells  how  Wotan  carved  on  his  prSS0nP0o7erTr(e8a4t)y 
spear  the  rules  to  make  treaties  binding  ;  how  the  spear  was  broken,  $=>ing  JScSda^ 
and  then  Wotan  summoned  warriors  to  hew  in  pieces  the  stem  of  the  Deatei»(66).Fate  (10S)' 
world's  ash-tree. 

The  third  continues  the  tale  :  how  Wotan  sits  in  state  in  Walhalla,  j^g^wSS 
surrounded  by  the  gods  and  heroes,  with  heaps  of  faggots  that  once  wSffi'^  a^cHi 
were  the  world's  ash-tree  piled  round  the  castle.  When  they  shall  be  gbSfSg*-  Rope 
lighted,  the  waning  of  the  gods  shall  draw  near. 

The  first  Norn  now  recalls  the  time  when  Loge,  the  fire-god,  moved  lS£T&).  Fwehe(I0ui: 
in  bright  flame;  and  the  second  adds  that  Wotan,  by  the  might  of  the  lFS^(&-8& 
spear,  compelled  him  to  do  his  bidding  and  make  a  girdle  of  flame  {%]:  L<**<28*  Death 
round  Briinnhilde's  rock  ;  while  the  third  prophesies  that  Wotan  will  Godiy  Power  (84> 
kindle  his  spear  in  the  flame  and  fling  it  on  the  heaped-up  faggots  (%lhaFaateI(6S)Slumber 
made  from  the  world's  ash-tree. 
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iS.uraceompu1sion  c5E  The  first  Norn  now  finds  the  task  of  weaving  the  web  more  difficult 
S&fiSffwJ^S as  sne  recalls  the  theft  of  the  Ring  by  Alberich  ;  while  the  second 
fS^iS?'  Aibenwf  complains  that  the  rope  of  fate  is  becoming  frayed — the  Curse  of 
H°omr(75)'  cu«e  (35]*  Alberich's  Ring  is  destroying  the  fibre;  the  third  hastily  draws  the 
waning  J*j&*  &ods  r0pe  towards  her  and   it  snaps.     They  take  up  the  broken  pieces  of 

rope  and  disappear. 

The  day  now  begins  to  dawn,  and  the  gleam  of  the  firelight  grows 

fainter.       We    hear    the    motives   of    Siegfried  the  Hero   (106)    and 

Briinnhilde  (107)  : — 

106.    SIEGFRIED    THE    HERO. 


(65). 


Siegfried     the     Hero 
(106). 


Briinnhilde  (107). 


107.     BRUNNHILDE. 


^^ 


S3pj§iH3 
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Siegfried     the     Hero 
(106;.    Walkiires  (56). 


Briinnhilde  (107).     Ec-   Kor   Vinr^P 
stasy(99).    Heroic  Love  11C1    ""i^* 

(Io8)-  of  valour, 


As  the  sun  rises  and  it  becomes  complete  day,  Siegfried  and 
Briinnhilde  enter  from  the  cave.  He  is  in  full  armour,  and  she  leads 
Briinnhilde  is  sending  him  forth  to  accomplish  new  deeds 
but  fears  lest,  having  given  him  all,  he  should  despise  her 
who  can  give  no  more. 

We  are  introduced  to  the  motive  of  Heroic  Love  (108)  : — 


108.    HEROIC    LOVE. 


Heroic  Love  (108). 


Siegfried  the  Hero 
(106).  Heroic  Love  (108). 
Briinnhilde  (107).  Sieg- 
fried the  Hero  (106). 
Adventurers).  Siegfried 
(68).  Heroic  Love  (108). 
Walkiires  (56).  Fate  (65). 
Siegfried  (68). 

Briinnhilde  (107). 
Heroic  Love  (108). 
World's  Deliverance  (94). 
Heroic  Love  (108).  King 
(10).  Siegfried  (68).  Dra- 
gon (33).  Heroic  Love 
(108). 


Ring  (10).  Heroic  Love 
(108).  Walkiires  (56). 
Treasure  of  the  Rhine 
(7).  Rhine-gold  (6) 
Ride  (67).    Love  (45). 


Siegfried,  however,  assures  her  that  he  lives  only  for  her.  She  bids 
him  recall  how  he  braved  the  fire  and  awakened  the  warrior-maiden, 
to  which  he  replies  that  he  did  it  all  for  her  sake. 

She  bids  him  remember  their  pledges  and  says  that,  if  he  does,  she 
will  ever  remain  enshrined  in  his  heart.  As  a  token  of  his  fidelity,  he 
gives  her  the  Ring,  telling  her  how  he  won  it  from  a  dragon  and 
bidding  her  preserve  it  as  a  wedding-charm. 

Briinnhilde  rapturously  accepts  it  and  gives  him  in  return  her 
steed  Grane,  who,  with  her,  lost  all  his  magic  power.     He  will,  how- 
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ever,  serve  his  master  gladly,  and  she  bids  Siegfried  give  him  many  a 
greeting  from  her. 

Siegfried  declares  that  he  is  no  longer  himself,  but  merely  Briinn- 
hilde's  arm  ;  but  Brunnhilde  says  that  they  are  truly  one — Siegfried  and 
Briinnhilde,  though  divided,  they  are  together — and,  with  an  outburst 
of  exultation,  calls  on  the  gods  to  witness  their  devotion  to  each  other. 

Siegfried  then  leads  the  horse  down  the  rocky  descent,  and  Briinn- 
hilde stands  looking  after  him.  From  the  valley  below  is  heard  the 
sound  of  his  horn,  and  Brunnhilde  greets  him  rapturously  from  the 
cliff  as  the  curtain  falls. 

The  orchestral  interlude  which  follows  represents  the  journey  of 
Siegfried  down  the  Rhine.  We  meet  with  the  motives  of  the  Horn 
(75),  Loge  (22),  Resolution  of  Love  (104),  Rhine  (1),  Waning  of  the 
Gods  (37),  Treasure  of  the  Rhine  ^7),  Power  of  the  Ring  (8),  Ring 
(10),  Compulsion  (25),  Rhine-gold  (6),  Wehe  (4),  and  finally,  as  the 
curtain  rises  on  the  hall  of  the  Gibichungs,  the  motives  of  Hagen  (109) 
and  The  Gibichungs  (no) : — 


Heroic  Love  (108). 
Walkures  (56).  Roving 
(82).  Heroic  Love  (108). 
Roving  (82). 

Siegfried  the  Hero 
(106).   Brunnhilde  (107). 

Heroic  Love  (108). 
Walkiires  (g6).  Roving 
(82).  Brunnhilde  (107). 
Ecstasy  (99). 

Horn  (75).  Briinn- 
hilde  (107).  Resolution 
of  Love  (104). 

Horn  (75).  Loge  (22) 
Resolution  of  Love  (104). 
Rhine  (1).  Waning  of 
the  Gods  (37).  Rhine- 
gold  (6).  Treasure  of 
the  Rhine  (7).  Power  of 
the  Ring  (8).  Ring  (10). 
Compulsion  (25).  Rhine- 
gold  (6).    Wehe  (4). 


109.    HAGEN. 


Hagen  (109) 


1 10.    THE    QIBICHUNQS. 


g.gi.-S-.g:.^-.-*-     -£y 
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The  Gibichungs  (no). 


Gunther,  Gutrune,  and  Hagen  are  discovered  ;  Hagen  urges  upon 
the  brother  and  sister  the  necessity  of  their  finding  a  wife  and  husband. 
He  tells  Gunther  of  Brunnhilde,  who  waits  on  a  fire-guarded  rock,  and 
he  only  who  dares  to  brave  the  fire  may  win  her.  Siegfried  is  the 
hero  and  he  might  well  become  a  mate  for  Gutrune.  Gutrune  asks 
what  he  has  done,  and  Hagen  tells  how  Siegfried  slew  the  dragon  and 
won  the  Nibelungs'  Hoard,  which  bestows  the  lordship  of  the  world  on 
its  owner :  by  him  only  could  Brunnhilde  be  won. 

Gunther  impatiently  asks  why  Hagen  mentions  this  if  he  may  not 

win  the  prize,  whereupon  Hagen  proposes  a  plan  whereby  Siegfried  is 
to  bring  Brunnhilde  back  for  Gunther — Gutrune  must  give  to  Siegfried 
a  draught,  which  will  cause  him  to  forget  that  he  ever  saw  a  woman 
before  and  fall  deeply  in  love  with  her.     The  brother  and  sister  hail 


Hagen  (109).  Gibich- 
ungs (no).  Ring  (10). 
Power  of  Ring  (8). 
Freia  (14). 

Walkiires  (56). 

Fire-spell  (23).  Bird's 
Song  (90).  Walkures 
(56).    Gibichungs  (no). 

Walsungs  (49).  Wal- 
sungs'  Misfortunes  (46). 
Sword  (40).  Horn  (73). 
Gibichungs  (no). 


Dragon  (33).  Fafner 
(88).  Sword  (40).  Horn 
(75).  Ring  (10.)  Com- 
pulsion (25).  Rhine-gold 
(6).  Albe rich's  Power 
(30).  Sword  (40).  Wal- 
kiires  (56).  Gibichungs 
(no). 

Tarnhelm  (29).  For- 
getfulness  (in).  Gibich- 
ungs (no).  Enticement 
(112).  Freia  (14).  Devo- 
tion (93).  Sword  (40). 
Tarnhelm  (29).  Freia  (14'). 
Forgetfulness  (in). 

Hagen  (109). 
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(g^Ho^c^Hagen  this  scheme  with  delight,  and  a  horn  is  heard  in  the  distance  heralding 
iM'e  (T).easHrLof($5). tne  approach  of  Siegfried.     Hagen  sees  and  accosts  him  and  Siegfried 
Ring  do').  Gibkhungs  enters  the  hall.     During  Hagen's  narrative  we  meet  with  the  motives 
Bum  S)!ceEnetice(ment  of  Forgctfuhiess  (m)  and  Enticement  (112)  : — 

in.    FORGETFULNESS. 


Forgetfulness  (in). 


ENTICEMENT. 


Enticement  (112). 


Siegfried  (68).  Gibich 

(tn8g)S  RVde0{o7)SEntricee-  with  him  or  be  his  friend. 


Siegfried   asks  which  is  Gunther  and  demands  that  he  shall  fight 

Gunther  bids  him  welcome  and  Hagen  leads 

Gunther  then,  with  the  motive 


Siegfried    (68\    Ride  away  his  horse  while  Gutrune  retires, 

(67).     Briinnhilde  (107).      r     tt      ,   .,     7  . ,      /           . 
Heroic  Love  (108).  01    HoSbltdllty  (i  I  3)  \ 

HOSPITALITY. 


Hospitality  (113). 


Hospitality  (113). 

Walsungs  (49).  Ex- 
ultation (100).  Smelting 
(86).  Sword  (40).  Nibe- 
lungs  (27).  Hagen  (109), 
Nibelungs  (27).  Albe- 
rich's  Treasure  (31). 
Treasure  of  the  Rhine 
(7).  Nibelungs  (27). 
Dragon  (33). 

Tarnhelm  (29).  Nibe- 
lungs (27). 

Ring    (10).        Heroic 
Love  (108).  Hagen  (109). 
Hospitality  (113). 


bids  Siegfried  welcome  and  invites  him  to  share  all  his  possessions. 
Siegfried  says  he  has  nothing  to  offer  in  return  but  his  sword,  where- 
upon Hagen  reminds  him  of  the  Treasure.     Siegfried  tells  him  that  he 

has  left  that  in  the  cave,  bringing  away  only  the  Tarnhelm.  Hagen 
explains  to  him  the  use  of  this  and  enquires  if  there  was  nothing  more. 
Siegfried  answers,  "  Only  a  ring,  which  now  is  worn  by  a  woman." 

With  the  approach  of  Gutrune  bearing  the  fatal  draught,  we  have 
the  motive  of  Gutrune  (114) : — 


114.    GUTRUNE. 


Gutrune  (114). 
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Siegfried,  before  he  drinks,  pledges  himself  to  Briinnhilde;  but  the 
draught  at  once  causes  him  to  forget,  and  as  soon  as 'he  sees  Gutrune 
he  is  consumed  with  passion.     He  eagerly  asks  her  name,  and  then, 

when  Gunther  tells  him  of  the  bride  he  wishes  to  win,  offers  to  assist 
him.     As   Gunther   mentions   the   fire-girt   rock,   Siegfried   seems   to 

recollect  ;  but,  on  hearing  the  name  of  Briinnhilde,  all  remembrance 
escapes  him  and  he  eagerly  offers  to  fetch  the  maiden  for  Gunther  if 
by  so  doing  he  may  gain  Gutrune  as  his  wife. 

Gunther  agrees  and  Siegfried  promises  to  fetch  Briinnhilde,  assuming 
by  means  of  the  Tarnhelm  Gunther's  shape  ;  the  two  then  swear 
Blood-Brotherhood  (motives  of  Blood-Brotherhood  (115)  and  Atone- 
ment (116)) : — 

115.     BLOOD-BROTHERHOOD. 
tr. 


Ecstasy  (99).  World's 
Deliverance  (94). 

Forgetfulness  1  (in). 
Gutrune  (114). 

Treasure  of  the  Rhine 
(7).  Hagen  (109).  En- 
ticement (112).  Gutrune 
(114).  Hospitality  (113). 
Curse  (35). 

Walkures  (56).  Hagen 
(109).  Gibichungs  (no;. 
Exultation  (100).  Fire- 
spell  (23).  Bird's  Song 
(90).  Forgetfulness  (in). 

Loge  (22). 

Enticement  (112). 

Gutrune  (114). 


Gutrune  (114)-  Wal- 
kures (36).  Loge  (22). 
Hagen  (109). 


nn 
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Blood-brotherhood 
("S). 


116.    ATONEMENT. 


Atonement  (116). 


Siegfried  asks  Hagen  why  he  does  not  join  in  the  bond,  but  Hagen 
replies  that  his  blood  is  not  noble  enough;    Siegfried  and  Gunther 


then  depart,  leaving  Hagen  to  guard  the  house.  Gutrune  appears  as 
they  are  going,  and  Hagen  tells  her  that  they  have  gone  to  fetch 
Briinnhilde  ;  she  returns  to  her  chamber  in  much  emotion. 

Hagen  is  left  alone  to  watch  the  home  ;  he  is  pleased  with  the 
success  of  his  plot— how  he  has  sent  Siegfried  to  bring  Briinnhilde, 

which  means  that  he  will  bring  to  him  the  Ring.  With  the  motive  of 
Hageris  Exultation  (117)  : — 


Curse  (35).  Treaty 
(12).  Loge  (22).  Sword 
(40).  Gibichungs  (no). 
Hagen(i09).  Treaty(i2). 
Blood-brotherhood  (115). 
Roving  (82).  Gutrune 
(114).  Atonement  (n6). 
Nibelungs  (27).  Golden 
Apples  (18).  Ring  (10). 
Compulsion  (25).  Hagen 
(109).  Gutrune  (114). 
Walkiires  (56).  Loge  (22). 
Tarnhelm  (29). 

Walkures  (56).  Loge 
(22).  Gutrune  (114). 


Horn  (75).  Hagen  (109) 
Alberich's  Power  (30). 
Siegfried  (68).  Wehe 
(4).  Power  of  Ring  (8). 
Walkures  (S<5).  Compul- 
sion (25).  Forgetfulness 
(in). 

Rhine -gold  (6). 
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117.     HAGEN'S   EXULTATION. 

w 
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Hagen's       Exultation 
(»7) 


Walhalla's  End  (63). 

Hagen  (109).  Power  of 
Ring  (8).  Ring  (io~). 
Horn  (75).  Siegfried  (68). 
Treaty  (12).  Hagen's 
Exultation  (117).  Wehe 
(4). 

Gutrune  (114).  Briinn- 
hilde(io7).  Ecstasy  (09). 
Curse  (35).  Ring  (10). 
Compulsion  (25).  Forget- 
fulness  (in).  Siegfried, 
Guardian  of  World's 
Welfare  (103). 

Ride  (67).  Walkiires 
(56).  Walkiires'  Call  (57!. 

Walkiires  Appeal  (70). 
Briinnhilde's  Devotion 
(118). 

Walkiires' Appeal  (70). 
Briinnhilde's  Justifica- 
tion (71).  Loge  (22). 
Walkiires  (56). 

Ecstasy  (99).  Siegfried 
(68).  Briinnhilde's  Greet- 
ing (98).  Walkiires'  Call 
(57). 


I  I 

he  ironically  hails  the  heroes  who  are  unconsciously  working  for  him. 
A  curtain  which  hangs  in  front  of  the  hall  closes  and  screens  the  stage 
from  sight  for  a  short  time,  and  when  it  is  again  withdrawn  we  are 
once  more  back  on  the  Walkiires'  Rock. 

Briinnhilde   is   discovered   sitting   at   the   entrance   of  the   rocky 


chamber    contemplating   Siegfried's  Ring ;    distant   thunder  is  heard 

and  presently  the  voice  of  Waltraute,  who  arrives  in  great  agitation. 

Briinnhilde  is  overjoyed  and  does   not  at  first  notice  Waltraute's 

emotion.  She  asks  eagerly  what  has  brought  her  sister,  and  hopes 
that  Wotan  may  have  relented ;  she  tells  how  he  yielded  to  her 
pleading  and  surrounded  the  rock  with  fire  and  how  the  noblest  of 
heroes  won  her  for  wife.  We  are  here  introduced  to  the  motive  of 
Briinnhilde's  Devotion  (118) : — 

118.     BRUNNHILDE'S  DEVOTION. 


Briinnhilde*s  Devoiion 
118). 
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She  presently  perceives  Waltraute's  perturbation  and  asks  the  reason, 
whereupon  Waltraute  tells  her  how,  since  Briinnhilde's  banishment, 
Wotan  no  longer  sent  the  Walkiires  to  battle  ;  he  fared  alone  as 
Wanderer  and  lately  came  back  with  his  spear  in  splinters.  The 
world's  ash-tree  was  hewn  down  and  piled  in  faggots  round  Walhalla, 
and  there  he  and  the  gods  sit  in  stately  array.  Wotan  sits  silent  ;  no 
longer  does  he  eat  the  golden  apples.  He  has  sent  out  his  ravens, 
and  when  they  return  with  good  tidings  a  smile  breaks  over  the 
features  of  the  god.  The  Walkiires  press  round  him,  and  to  Waltraute 
the  god  had  spoken,  his  thoughts  turning  to  Briinnhilde  :  When  the 
Rhine-maidens  should  gain  by  surrender  from  Briinnhilde  the  Ring, 
the  Curse  would  be  removed  from  gods  and  men.  Waltraute  therefore 
came  straightway  to  Briinnhilde  to  beg  her  to  avert  the  doom  of  the 
gods.  Briinnhilde,  with  a  reference  to  the  motive  of  the  Guileless  Fool 
in  Parsifal,  followed  by  the  motive  of  Malignance  (119)  : — 


Briinnhilde's  Devotion 
(118). 

Wotan's  Gloom  (60). 

Walkiires  (56).  Wotan's 
Gloom  (60).  Walhalla's 
End  (63).  Treaty  (12). 
Godly  Power  (84).  Wal- 
halla (11). 

Fate  (65). 

Golden  Apples  (18). 

Wehe  (4). 

Treasure  of  the  Rhine 
(7). 

Wotan's  Gloom  (60) 
Wotan's  Farewell  (74) 
Treasure  of  the  Rhine 
(7)  Ring  do).  Compul- 
sion (25).  Curse  (35). 

Walhalla  (n).  Wotan's 
Gloom  (60).  Ride  (67). 


GUILELESS    FOOL   (Parsifal). 
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professes  herselt  unable  to  understand  and  asks  what  Waltraute 
wants.  Waltraute  replies  :  The  Ring — let  her  give  it  back  to  the  Rhine- 
maidens. 

But  Briinnhilde  refuses.    Rather  than  give  up  Siegfried's  love  token, 
all  Walhalla  may  crash  in  ruins. 

Waltraute  tries  in  vain  to  persuade  her  and  rushes  away  in  despair. 

The  evening  has  now  fallen  and  the  fire  round  the  rock  burns  more 
brightly.  Suddenly  the  flames  grow  brighter  still  and  the  sound  of  a 
horn  is  heard.  Briinnhilde  springs  up  in  ecstasy  to  greet  Siegfried, 
but  when  he  appears  in  Gunther's  likeness  she  shrinks  back  in  horror. 
He  bids  her  yield  to  him  and  tells  her  he  is  Gunther.  With  a  despair- 
ing outburst,  Briinnhilde  tells  him  to  stand  back  and  fear  the  might  of 
the  Ring  she  wears.  Siegfried  is  undaunted,  however,  and,  after  a 
fierce  struggle,  wrenches  the  Ring  from  her  finger  and  bids  her  lead  the 


way  to  her  chamber.     With  trembling  step  she  goes,  and  Siegfried, 


Malignance  (119). 


Ring  (10).  Power  of 
the  Ring  (8).  Briinn- 
hilde's  Greeting  (98). 

Ring  (10).  World's 
Deliverance  (94).  Briinn- 
hilde (107).  Ecstasy  (99). 
Malignance  (119).  Com- 
pulsion (25).  Walhalla 
(n). 

Wotan's  Despair  (61)  * 
Curse  (35).  Fricka's 
Wrath  (58).  Wehe  (4). 
Walkiires  (56).  Wal- 
kiires' Call  (57) 

Fire-spell  (23).  Loge 
(22). 


Horn  (75).  Siegfried 
(68). 

Tarnhelm  (29).  For- 
getfulness  (in).  Gi- 
bichungs  (no).  Wehe 
(4).  Malignance  (119) 
Hagen  (109).    Ring  (10). 

Power  of  Ring  (8) 
Wehe  (4).  Walkiires  (56). 
Curse  (35).  Heroic  Love 
(108).  Siegfried,  Guard- 
ian of  World's  Wel- 
fare (103).  Briinnhilde 
(107).  Tarnhelm  (29). 
The  Nibelung's  Hate(34). 
Malignance  (119).  Wehe 
(4).  Sword  (40). 
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Hagen  (109).  Treaty 
(r2).  Blood-brotherhood 
(115).  Hospitality  (113). 
Gutrune  (114).  Tarnhelm 
(29).  Forgetfulness  (in). 
Briinnhilde  (107).  Tarn- 
helm  (29). 

The  Nibelung's  Hate 
(34).  Hagen  (109).  Wehe 
(4).  Hagen's  Exultation 
(117).  Ring  (10).  The 
Nibelung's  Hate  (34). 
Wehe  (4).  King  (10). 
Compulsion  (25).  The 
Nibelung's  Hate  (34). 

Sword  (40).  Walhalla 
(11). 

Murder  (120). 

Sword  (40).  Ring  (10). 
Loge  (22).  Fafner  (88). 
Ring  (10).  Horn  (75). 
Compulsion  (25).  Murder 
(120).  Treasure  of  the 
Rhine  (7). 


before  he  follows  her,  draws  his  sword  to  bear  witness  that  he  will  be 
true  to  Gutrune  in  this  wooing.  He  then  follows  Briinnhilde  and  the 
curtain  falls. 

The  prelude  to  the  Second  Act  consists  of  the  motives  of  the 
Nibelung's  Hate,  Hagen,  and  Wehe.  The  curtain  rises  on  Hagen 
keeping  his  watch  over  the  hall  ;  Alberich  is  crouching  before  him  ; 
he  exhorts  his  son  to  remember  the  purpose  for  which  he  was  born. 

Hagen  replies  that  he  is  mindful  :•  he  hates  those  who  are  happy,  and 
Alberich  urges  him  to  continue  to  do  so.  Wotan  is  to  be  destroyed 
by  his  own  offspring,  the  Walsungs.  Siegfried  now  has  the  Ring  and 
his  destruction  is  to  be  accomplished.  We  here  first  hear  the  motive 
of  Murder  (120) : — 

120.    MURDER. 


Murder  (120). 


Briinnhilde's  Justifica- 
»on  (71). 

Rhine  -  maidens  (2). 
Ring  (10).  Compulsion 
25).  Murder  (120).  Fafner 
(88).  Sword  (40).  The 
Nioelung's  Hate  (34). 
Walhalla's  End  (63). 
Curse  (35).    Wehe  (4). 

Tarnhelm  (29) .  Horn 
(75).  Blood-brotherhood 
(»5) 

Loge  (22).    Horn  (75) 


Gutrune  (114). 


The  Ring  must  be  obtained :  a  wise  woman  now  holds  it,  and, 
should  she  ever  give  it  back  to  the  Rhine-maidens,  it  would  be 
irrevocably  lost.  Alberich  bids  his  son  swear  to  win  the  Ring.  Hagen 
swears   to   be   true    and    Alberich    disappears   as   the   morning   light 

gradually  grows  stronger.  Siegfried  suddenly  advances  from  behind 
a  bush  on  the  bank.  He  rouses  Hagen  and  tells  him  he  has  come  from 
Briinnhilde's  rock  by  means  of  the  Tarnhelm's  magic,  leaving  the 
others  to  follow.  Gutrune  enters  and  Siegfried  joyfully  announces 
that  he  has  won  her.     The  motive  of  the  Wedding  Call  (121) : — 


121.    WEDDING    CALL. 

Jfr-O- 


Wedding  Call  (121). 


Loge  (22).  Gibich- 
ungs  (no).  Tarnhelm 
(29).  Forgetfulness(m). 

Gutrune  (114).  Sword 
C40).  Hagen  (109).  Blood- 
brotherhood  (115). 


Loge  (22).  Tarnhelm 
(29).  Horn  (75).  Gu- 
rune  (114).  Forgetful- 
ness  (in).  Gibichungs 
(no).  Wedding  Call 
(121).    Gutrune  (114). 

Wehe  (4).  Wedding 
Call  (121).  Gibichungs 
(no).  Waning  of  the 
Gods  (37). 


is  here  introduced.  Siegfried  relates  how  he  conquered  Briinnhilde, 
she  supposing  him  to  be  Gunther,  thanks  to  the  Tarnhelm.  Gutrune 
jealously  asks  if  Siegfried  himself  won  the  maiden,  but  Siegfried  calls 
his  sword  to  witness  that  he  remained  true  to  Gutrune. 

Hagen  sights  Gunther  and  Briinnhilde  in  the  distance,  and  Gutrune 
bids  him  summon  the  vassals  to  welcome  them  and  she  goes  with 
Siegfried  into  the  house. 

Hagen  then  sounds  his  horn  and  the  vassals  gradually  assemble  to 
the  motive  of  The  Vassals  (122)  : — 
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122.    THE    VASSALS. 


The  Vassals  (122). 


He  bids  them  prepare  to  welcome  Gunther  and  his  bride  :  Siegfried 
has  shielded  him  from  danger.  They  are  to  prepare  sacrifices  and 
make  merry.  The  vassals  burst  into  uproarious  laughter.  Hagen 
exhorts  them  to  be  zealous  in  requiting  any  wrong  Briinnhilde  may 
suffer.  Gunther  and  Briinnhilde  approach,  and  the  vassals  greet  them 
with  shouts  and  clashing  of  arms.  Briinnhilde  follows  Gunther  with 
pale  and  downcast  looks,  and  Gunther  then  greets  Siegfried  and 
Gutrune,  who  enter  from  the  hall.  At  the  sight  of  Siegfried  Briinn- 
hilde is  amazed.  Siegfried  does  not  know  her,  and  announces  his 
coming  mating  with  Gutrune.  Briinnhilde  falls  fainting  in  Siegfried's 
arms,  and  then  sees  the  Ring  on  his  finger  and  violently  demands 
where  he  has  got  it.  She  says  that  Gunther  took  the  Ring  from  her, 
but  Gunther  denies  all  knowledge  of  it.  Briinnhilde  then  furiously 
charges  Siegfried  with  the  theft  of  it,  but  Siegfried  says  he  won  it  from 
a  dragon. 


Hagen  interposes  and  suggests  that  Siegfried  has  won  the  Ring  by 
a  trick,  and  Briinnhilde,  in  a  violent  outburst  of  rage,  denounces 
Siegfried  as  a  trickster  and  appeals  to  the  gods  to  vouchsafe  her  a 
terrible  revenge.  Gunther  tries  to  calm  her,  but  she  calls  upon  all  the 
people  to  hear  her  statement  that  Siegfried  was  the  man  to  whom  she 
was  wedded  and  that  Gunther  has  been  betrayed  by  him. 


Siegfried  indignantly  reproaches  her  and  calls  his  sword  to  witness 
that  he  was  true  ;  but  Briinnhilde  charges  him  with  lying  and  repeats 
her  statement.  Gunther  and  Gutrune  call  upon  Siegfried  to  prove  his 
innocence,  and  he  asks  for  a  weapon  on  which  he  may  swear  an  oath 
of  refutation.  Hagen  offers  his  spear  and,  amid  intense  excitement, 
Siegfried  swears  the  Spear  Oath  (123)  : — 

123.    THE    SPEAR    OATH. 


Wedding  Call  (121). 
Vassals  (122).  Compul- 
sion (25).  Horn  (75). 
Vassals  (122).  Kinship 
(81). 

Wedding  Call  (121). 

Hagen  (109). 

Wedding  Call  (121). 


Forebodin  g  (101). 
Walkures  (56).  Malig- 
nance (119). 

Wedding  Call  (121). 
Hospitality  (113).  Sword 
(40).  Malignance  (1191. 
Fate  (65).  Tarnhelm(29). 
Forgetfulness(m). 
Hagen  (109}. 

Wedding  Call  1,121). 
Gutrune  (114). 

Fate  (65). 

Briinnhilde  (107).  Ring 
(10).  Curse  (35).  compul- 
sion (25).  The  Nibelung's 
Hate  (34).  Forgetfulness 
(in).  Rhine-gold  (6). 
Alberich's  Power  (30). 
Tarnhelm  (29).  Wehe 
(4).  Ring  (10).  Malig- 
nance (119).  Ring  (10). 
Dragon  (33).  Fafner  (88). 
Treasure  of  the  Rhine 
(7)     Rhine-gold  (6). 

The  Nibelung's  Hate 
(34).  Rhine-gold  (6). 
Hagen  (109). 

Siegfried  (68\  For- 
getfulness (in).  Trea- 
sure of  the  Rhine  (7  . 
Ring  <jo).  Malignance 
(119). 

Wehe  (4).  Walhalla 
(11).  Malignance  (119). 
The  Nibelung's  Hate 
(34).  Wehe  (4.  Dis- 
tress (44).  Slumber 
(72).  Vassals  (122).  Ma- 
lignance (119). 

Devotion  (93). 

Hagen  (109).  Blood- 
brotherhood  (115).  Sword 
(.40). 

Hagen  (109).  Treaty 
(12).  Malignance  (119). 
Heroic  Love  (108). 
Vassals  (122).  Wehe  (4). 
Loge  (22).  Heroic  Love 
(108).  Malignance  (119). 
Wehe  (4).  Atonement 
(116).  Blood-brother- 
hood (115).  Malignance 
(119). 


Spear  Oath  (123). 
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nancT^S9'-  w£dlr  that  he  may  be  slain  if  Briinnhilde  has  spoken  truly.  She  follows  and 
SioaK^HaS  as  earnestly  swears  that  he  is  a  perjurer,  and  sanctifies  the  spear  to  his 

(109).    Malignance  uio).    1       , 

Murder  (120).   Ring  (ioi.  CieStrUCtlOn. 

Wehe(4). 

Heroic   Love   (108).        Siegfried   counsels  Gunther   to  give  Briinnhilde  time  to  recover. 

Love  (45).  u  ° 

<2J)°¥arnheim1S)°.dinfi     e  suPPoses  that  the  Tarnhelm  imperfectly  concealed  him  ;  but  he 

wedding  caii  (i2i).  exnorts  the  men  and  women  to  make  merry  for  the  marriage-feast  and 

GuSne  <»4P£lescomp8ui:  g°es  off  joyously  with   Gutrune,  leaving    Briinnhilde,   Gunther   and 

sion(2s).  The  Nibelung's  tt  1 

Hate  (34).  Forgetfuiness  riagen  alone. 

(in).   Atonement  (116). 

Wehe  (4).  Murder  (120).  T>     ••  T_  M  J        •  1  1 

Malignance  (ii9).  Fate       -Briinnhilde  is  unable  to  understand  the  situation  and  passionately 

(65).  Wehe  (4).   World's         n        r  .  TT  «r  ,. 

LovrTios/.^'SSr  a  weaPon  to  avenge   her  wrongs.     Hagen  at  once  offers  his 

(120).    Malignance  (119). 

frieSraGuiarSa(n23ofSiteife  sPear>  °ut  Briinnhilde  tells  him  that  he  is  powerless  against  such  a 
worlds  wXeV^hero.  Urged  by  Hagen's  promptings,  however,  she  says  that  though 
Horn^s^TWr  Oath  s^e  ^as  protected  him  by  her  magic  runes  so  that  he  is  safe  against  all 
&rSfSge(Swounds)  Yet>  ifhe  be  struck  in  the  back,  he  is  vulnerable  there;  for  she 

Siegfried  (68).  Exulta- 
tion (100).  Spear  Oath 
(123).  Murder  (120). 
The     Nibelung's     Hate 

3siegfr!edc(68)°.ve  (Io8)'  did  not  set  any  spell  there,  as  she  knew  he  would  never  turn  his  back 
Love0(do8(4o)'    Heroic  on  any  ^oe*     Hagen  thereupon  rouses  Gunther,  who  is  overwhelmed 

wehe1^"3  Atonement  w^  &"e*"  an(*  s^ame'      Briinnhilde  pours  bitter  reproaches  on  him 

(n6;. 

M^HgnaVce'  (i19).  als0>  and  Gunther,  in  despair,  appeals  to  Hagen,  who  says  that  only 

Murder  (120).  Atone- 
ment (116).  Wehe  (4). 
Compulsion  (25). 

weheV4fnMurcdlr!"$one  remedy  remains — Siegfried's  death.     Gunther  recalls  the  oath  of 

(iS?od  '  brotherh00d  Blood-Brotherhood,  but  Hagen  declares  that  Siegfried  has  broken  it. 

Atonement  (116)  Ma-  Briinnhilde  urges  that  both  she  and  Gunther  have  been  betrayed  and 

ngnance  (119).     Murder  °  J 

(i20).  Briinnhilde  (io7).  that  Siegfried  must  fall.  Hagen  suggests  to  Gunther  that  by  Siegfried's 
(i"fgecompuiSion  ^5!  death  he  may  gain  the  Ring  ;  and  when  Gunther  suggests  that 
power0 of  u^Ring'S  Gutrune  will  suffer,  Briinnhilde  again  breaks  into  a  terrible  outburst 
wehlhf4rncG\u™ne'of  rage,  until  Hagen  suggests  that  they  shall  give  out  that  Siegfried 
Gwedding  can  (121).  has  been  killed  by  a  boar  while  hunting.  The  others  agree  and  the 
Hom  (^'"Mriinance  three  call  upon  the  god  of  revenge  to  witness  their  determination.     As 

(119).  Wehe  (4).  Atone- 
ment (116).  The  Nibe- 
lung's Hate  (34). 


wfS  (?ia)th  Hlgin  they  turn  towards  the  hall,  the  bridal  procession   comes  forward  to 

(109).       Murder     (120). 
Hospitality  (113). 

MlTigddn<fe  dc«"  wehe  meet  them.      Briinnhilde  gazes  stonily  at  Gutrune,  who  beckons  her 

M^igSclS"  wlhe  with  friendly  smiles.     As  Briinnhilde  is  about  to  draw  back,  Hagen 

steps  forward  and  forces  her  towards  Gunther  and  the  curtain  falls. 

The  Third  and  last  Act  begins  with  a  short  prelude,  in  which  we 

w?dTng75)-ca\IelltI(24i)):hear    the    Horn,     Wehe)     Wedding    Call    and    Rhine-gold   motives^ 

RRihmf0(dol6,•  Treasure  followed  by  those  of  the  Rhine  and  the  Treasure  of  the  Rhine.     A  new 

motive,  that  of  the  Rhine-maidens*  Play  (124),  succeeds: — 
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124.     RHINE=MAIDENS'    PLAY. 


z-m-^—m- 


Rhine  -  maidens'   P!ay 
(124). 


and,  when  the  curtain  rises  on  a  rocky  valley  by  the  banks  of  the 
Rhine,  the  three  Rhine-maidens  rise  to  the  surface  of  the  water  and 
swim  about  in  circles  as  they  sing  a  song  of  appeal  to  the  sun-god  to 
send  them  the  hero  who  shall  restore  to  them  their  loved  Rhine-gold. 
They  hear  Siegfried's  horn  in  the  distance  and  presently  he  appears, 
and  they  hail  him :  he  has  lost  his  quarry,  and  they  offer  to  give  it 
him  if  he  will  give  them  in  return  the  Ring.  But  he  says  that  he  slew 
a  dragon  to  obtain  it  and  is  unwilling  to  part  with  it.  They  mock  at 
him  and  reproach  him  with  meanness ;  but  he  refuses  to  give  up  the 
Ring,  and  they  dive  beneath  the  water  still  mocking  him.  Siegfried 
is  on  the  point  of  relinquishing  the  Ring  when  they  appear  again  and 
solemnly  warn  him  of  the  evil  fortune  attending  it.  Siegfried  there- 
upon quietly  puts  it  on  his  finger  again.  They  tell  him  that  he  will 
keep  it  at  his  peril,  for  he  who  made  it  laid  a  curse  on  it :  as  the 
dragon  perished,  so  he  will  fall  if  he  does  not  give  it  back  to  them — 
only  the  Rhine  can  break  the  spell.  But  Siegfried  is  not  moved  by 
these  threats  ;  but  once  more  the  sisters  warn  him  and  say  that  the 

Norns  have  woven  the  curse  in  their  web  of  fate.     To  this  he  replies 

that  his  sword  once  splintered  a  spear  and  may  cut  the  rope  of  fate  ; 
the  dragon  warned  him,  but  did  not  teach  him  fear.  The  world's 
wealth  was  to  be  won  for  him  by  a  Ring ;  but  he  would  gladly  give  it 
up  for  love,  but  not  for  threats.  The  Rhine-maidens,  in  wild  agitation, 
give  up  trying  to  persuade  him :  he  once  gained  a  priceless  treasure 
which  he  discarded,  while  the  Ring,  which  will  bring  death,  he  wishes 
to  keep.  They  take  leave  of  him,  telling  him  that  a  noble  woman  will 
that  day  gain  his  Ring  and  restore  it  to  them.  They  then  resume  their 
song  and  swim  away,  while  Siegfried  gazes  after  them. 

The  sound  of  horns  is  heard,  and  Siegfried  answers  them  and  brings 
the  hunting  party  to  him.  Hagen  asks  him  how  he  has  fared,  and 
Siegfried  tells  him  he  has  caught  nothing,  but  that  the  Rhine-maidens 
have  foretold  his  death.  Hagen  then  asks  if  it  is  true  that  Siegfried 
understands  the  song  of  birds.     Gunther,  who  is  gloomy  and  depressed, 


Rhine-gold  (6). 

Rhine  •  maidens'  Play 
(124"). 

Rhine  -  maidens'  Play 
(124).  Rhine-gold  (6). 
Horn  (75). 

Rhine  -  maidens'  Play 
(X24I. 

Rhine-gold  (6).  Ring 
(10). 


Ring  (io\  Compulsion 
25).     Dragon  (33'. 

Rhine-maidens'  Play 
(124). 

Rhine-gold  (6).  Ring 
(10).  Compulsion  (25). 
Ring  (10).  Brooding 
(24).  Wehe  (4)-  Ring 
(10).    Rhine-gold  (6). 

Ring  (10).    Curse  (35). 

Ring  (10). 

Dragon    (33)-       Curse 

3DVVehe  (4).  Treasure 
oftheRhine(7).  N'be- 
lungs  (27). 

Rhine  (1).  Waning  of 
the  Gods  (37).  Rhine- 
maidens' Play  U=4).  Fate 
(651.    Wehe  (4).      „    , 

Waning  of  the  Gods 
(37).  Ring  (10).  Rope 
of  Fate  (105). 

Treaty  (12).   Nothung 

5Fafner  (88*.  Compul- 
sion (25).  Treasure  of 
the  Rhine  (7).  Wal- 
halla's  End  (63). 


Rhine  -  maidens'  Play 
(124).  Wehe  (4).  Ring 
(10).  Rhine  -  maidens' 
Play  (124). 

Briinnhilde  (107). 

Riner  (10). 

Rhine  -  maidens  Play 
(124). 

Curse  (35).  Wehe  (4). 
Wedding  Call  (121). 
Horn  (75).  Rhine- 
maidens'  Play  (124). 
Wedding  Call  (121).  En- 
ticement (112).  Gibich- 
ungs  (no). 

Rhine  -  maidens  Play 
(124).  Horn  (75).  Wehe 
(4).  Malignance.  (119). 
Bird's  Song  (90). 
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Wedding  Call  (121). 
Gibichungs  (no). 
Atonement  (116).  Wehe 
(4).  Malignance  (119% 
lilood-brotherhcod  (115). 
Gibichungs  (no). 

Loge  (22).  Roving 
(82).  Gutrune  (114). 
Enticement  (112). 

Bird's  Song  (90).  Nibe- 
lungs  (27).  Bird's  Song 
(90).  Nibelungs  (27). 
Brooding  (24).      Dragon 

Mime's  Soothing  Song 
(79).  Sword  (40). 
Nothung  (55).  Brooding 
(24);  Dragon  (33).  Wal- 
sungs' Misfortunes  (46). 

Forest  Murmur  (89). 
Bird's  Song  (90). 

Walsungs'  Misfortunes 
(46).  Bird's  Song  (90). 
Mibelungs  (27). 

Enticement  (112).  Tarn- 
helm  (29).  Forgetfulness 
(in).  Heroic  Love  (ic8). 
Walsungs'  Misfortunes 
(46). 

Briinnhilde  (107).  For- 
est Murmur  (89).  Bird's 
Song  (90). 

Fire-spell  (23).  Freia 
(14).  Flame  Lullaby  (73). 
World's  Deliverance  (94). 
Brunnhilde's  Greeting 
(98)    Hagen  (109). 

Curse  (35).    Wehe  (4). 

Siegfried  (68). 


refuses  to  drink  from  Siegfried's  horn,  whereupon  Siegfried  joyously 


mixes  his  draught  with  that  of  Gunther.  Hagen  presses  him  to  tell  of 
the  wood-bird's  song,  and  Siegfried  begins  the  story  of  his  young  days. 
He  tells  of  Mime  and  the  dragon,  of  the  forging  of  Nothung  the  sword, 

and  of  the  slaying  of  Fafner — how  he  tasted  the  dragon's  blood  and 

straightway  understood  the  song  of  the  birds.  He  was  told  to  gain 
the  Ring  and  the  Tarnhelm  and  then  to  beware  of  Mime.     He  relates 

the  death  of  Mime,  and  Hagen  then  drops  the  juice  of  a  herb  into  a 
horn  and  gives  it  to  Siegfried,  telling  him  it  will  awaken  his  memory. 

Siegfried  goes  on  to  tell  how  the  bird  told  him  of  Briinnhilde,  and  how 

he  won  his  way  through  the  fire  and  awakened  the  maid.     At  this 

point  two  ravens  fly  up  from  a  bush  over  Siegfried's  head,  and,  as  he 
turns  to  look  at  them,  Hagen  thrusts  his  spear  into  his  back.  We 
here  have  the  motive  of  The  Death-Blow  (125) : — 


125.    THE    DEATH-BLOW. 


Death-blow  (125). 


Fate  (65).  Atonement 
(116).  Death-blow  (125). 
Fate  (65). 

Brunnhilde's  Greeting 
(98)  Fate  (65).  Siegfried 
(68).  Ecstasy  (99).  Exul- 
tation (100).  Fate  (65). 
Death-blow  (125). 

Walsungs'  Misfortunes 
(46).      Death-blow  (125). 

Walsungs  (49).  Death- 
blow (125). 


Walsungs  (49).  Sieg- 
linde  (43).  Love  (45). 
Sword  (40).  Siegfried 
(68).  Siegfried  the  Hero 
(106).  Briinnhilde  (107). 
Death-blow  (125).  Albe- 
rich's  Power  (30).  Sieg- 
fried the   Hero  (106). 

Gutrune  (114).  Loge 
(22).  Horn  (75).  Wehe 
(4).  Horn  (75).  Wehe 
(4).    Walkiires  (56). 

Treasure  of  the  Rhiiiv- 
(7).  Briinnhilde  (107).  Fate 
(65).  Power  of  the  Ring 
(8).  Wedding  Call  (121). 
Gutrune  (114).  Malig- 
nance (119).  Wehe  (4). 
Wedding  Call  (121). 
Siegfried  the  Hero  (106) 
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Hagen  turns  quietly  away  and  disappears  over  the  heights  at  the 
back,  while  Siegfried,  supported  by  some  of  the  vassals,  goes  through  in 
imagination  the  scene  of  Brunnhilde's  Awakening  and  at  the  end  falls 
dead.     Night  has  fallen  :  the  vassals  raise  Siegfried's  body  and  bear  it 

away  in  solemn  procession.  The  moon  breaks  through  a  cloud  and 
lights  the  train  of  men ;  then  the  mists  rise  from  the  Rhine  and  fill 
the  stage  completely  for  a  time.  Then  they  gradually  disperse,  and 
the  Hall  of  the  Gibichungs,  as  in  the  First  Act,  becomes  visible. 


Gutrune  enters  from  her  room.  Listening  for  Siegfried's  horn,  she 
is  oppressed  by  fear  of  Briinnhilde  and  anxiety  for  Siegfried.  Presently 
Hagen's  voice  is  heard  bringing  news  of  Siegfried's  death.     The  vassals 


THE    STORY    OF    THE    RING.  53 

arrive  with  Gunther  and  set  down  the  body  on  a  bier  in  the  middle  of  Atonement  (no.  Ma 
the  hall.  Gutrune  reproaches  her  brother  with  being  the  cause  of  '^evotion19^).  Horn 
Siegfried's  death  ;  but  he  tells  her  that  it  was  Hagen  who  did  the  deed,  7siegfried  (68\  wehe 
and  Hagen  boldly  proclaims  that  he  slew  him  as  a  breaker  of  oaths,  Hagena(io"9).  Vurder 
and  he  demands  as  booty  the  Ring.  Gunther  resists  him,  however,  B 
and  they  fight,  Gunther  falling  at  the  hands  of  Hagen.     As  the  latter  ,  Atonement (ne).  Ring 

r  J       °    i  1         t-»«  o-         f  •      -it  •  ir     1  (I0)-       Gutrune     (114). 

steps  forward  to  grasp  the  Ring,  Siegfried's  arm  raises  itself  threaten-  ^£1 /f  >•  P  *j£f  J10^- 

Ring  (8).' 

ingly  aloft  and  all  shrink  back  in  horror.  _  SCSSfSr  the  Gods 

Briinnhilde  then  advances  and  bids  them  cease  their  clamour.  She  (3giline  (l).  waning  of 
demands  a  fitting  lament  for  the  dead  hero.  Gutrune  reproaches  her  tD!a?h0?66)(37,'  Fate"6s,• 
with  being  the  cause  of  the  misfortune,  but  Briinnhilde  tells  her  that  Gutrune  (n4).  world's 
Siegfried  plighted  troth  to  her  before  he  had  ever  seen  Gutrune's  face.  Forgetfufnesf  (m). 
Gutrune,  in  a  burst  of  despair,  sees  all  Hagen's  treachery,  and  with 
a  passionate  outcry  sinks  fainting  on  Gunther's  body.  Briinnhilde 
then  bids  the  vassals  erect  a  funeral  pyre  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  J^a(^^^T7^ 
worthy  of  the  mighty  Siegfried.  She  tells  them  of  her  intention  to  of1heriGoi?(37j  WaBto* 
ride  into  the  flames  and  be  consumed  with  him  and  bids  them  bring  waitures  (5©.  Godiy 
his  horse.     She  then  recalls  how,  though  a  true  lover,  he  forswore  his  (^T*  Siegfried6"® 

°  '  Walkiires    (56)       Godly 

love;  though  none  held  a  promise  more  sacred,  yet  he  broke  all  his    E«j?sy tW     sword 

'  &  r  '*  (40).  Ecstasy  (99).    Fate 

oaths.     She  calls  on  the  gods  to  hear  her  lament.     Because  Siegfried    waihaiia^iff  Death 
performed  a  deed  dear  to  Wotan's  heart,  he  had  to  bear  the  curse  .  Brunnhiides  justinca- 
attendant  on  it.     She  now  understands  all  and  bids  the  god  rest  in  l'° 
peace.     She  signs  to  the  vassals  to  lift  Siegfried's  body  on  to  the  pyre,    curse  (35\  Treasure  of 
and  draws  the  Ring  from  his  finger.    She  declares  her  purpose  of  giving  («).KhI  wo(2n'sTroX 

0  °  r       r  &  &  (62)_    Godly  Power  (84'. 

Waning     of    the    Gods 

it   back   to  the  Rhine-maidens  ;    from   her   ashes   they  may  take  it    W  .(*>)?  Treasure  of 
cleansed  for  ever  from  the  curse.     She  puts  the  Ring  on  her  ringer  and  maidens*  r&(m\ 
takes  a  torch  from  one  of  the  attendants  ;  then,  calling  upon  Wotan's  aSSS^iSS"  ^25. 
ravens  to  fly  home  with  the  tidings  that  the  end  of  the  gods  is  near,  TJ^SkSStSi 
she  casts  the  brand  into  the  pyre,  which  quickly  takes  fire.  Two  ravens  SS2^SfiS).wfflS 

(1).       Waning    of    the 

fly  up  from  the  rocks  ;  Briinnhilde  greets  the  horse,  and  tells  him  of  GwS&Lwffi!!NS 
the  journey  they  are  to  make  together.  Then,  with  a  last  outburst  aorf  through^*©  oSi 
of  emotion,  she  springs  on  his  back  and  urges  him  with  one  leap  into  SfnedwSkurYs'lkcrlfi 
the  burning  pyre.  %  L(2°f,e  ^auS 

through      Love       (69;. 

The  fire  blazes  up,  filling  the  space  before  the  hall  ;  but  the  glow  is    L°gei22). 
suddenly   extinguished  so  that   only  a   cloud   of  smoke   lies   on   the    slumber(72'- 
horizon  at  the  back :  the  Rhine  spreads  over  the  pyre  and  the  Rhine- 
maidens   are  seen  swimming  towards  it.      Hagen   plunges   into   the  tiT^a^i^itt*. 

maidens'  Play  (1241. 
Rhine-maidens  (2}.  Wal- 
halla  (n).         Salvation 

waves,  the  Rhine-maidens  drag  him  down,  and  Flosshilde  holds  up  pWamaiiaT^i^Godiy 
the  Ring  in  triumph.     Walhalla  is  seen  with  the   gods   and   heroes 
assembled   as   described  by  Waltraute :   the   Hall  of  the  Gibichungs  ^jf/gj^^;  wg$?* 
falls  in  ruins  ;  bright  flames  spring  up  in  Walhalla,  and,  when  the  gods  tion  thwugh^ove  (V)a" 
are  completely  enveloped,  the  curtain  falls. 
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